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n the last decade of the last millennium, owing to the growth of African American—

owned businesses in Milwaukee, the city began to realize the vision of journalist

J. Anthony Josey, a pioneer in its black press almost a century before. “When we can

have businesses like the other races, employing our boys and girls, we shall have made

a long step in the solution of the problem,” Josey wrote in his Wisconsin Enterprise-

Blade. “The men and women who are conducting business houses in Milwaukee are

worthy of our support. With our help they can develop into powerful institutions that

will give employment to thousands of our boys and girls.”
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American citizens,” as he wrote in the era of racial lynchings.®
In“his earlier role as an editor and publishr‘r Josey was well-
known by his' nemesis among Milwaukee newspapers, th- - Jour-

He alsu never refrained from a fight wnh Clty Hall. As'_i ;

ly as 1919; He attacked: “mcmlly biased news judgment” i

rial headlines that noted race only in the case ofgnrmnals""' e

color, and Josey actually won a public apology that merited

ont-page play, at least in his own newspaper. “Your point of

s absolute]y right,” wrote the managing editor of the
';u' in thaL pdpcr although mdmstl eam mw(h"l chd 110[ sL{)p

ty'camc at the expense: of buamesscs scmccs a_nd pmptrty
: Providing this service to commuters created what is
v referred to as the “Inner Core.” Then, after decades of

1' {8 fDr African Amm 1cars, came lhe frustxamons of the “long,

ssummer of 1967." Months of nightly housing marches for
: housmg law bronqht no pmmm* of relief or even recog

discontent,” according to an analysis by the city’s Urban

L cague, was exaccrlmtl rl by 111(‘rt,:1'slllg inc 1dcnt;~. :J['pcuor pohcs—

hree I'C‘\l(lti]'l s' dmd scvénrv injured,
more, than sevent{,r:n hundrcd arres ted and a haffa million dol-
lars in property {Iamage in the “Inner Core,”. th once- thmmg

Bronzeville of Josey’s era.”
JUbC) rcma]md optlmlstlc about ra(:t. Ielatxom i

among major mctmpohtrm areas in t}mt mec’lsure of economic
success.” This was not the future ﬂ'lﬂt josey had envisioned [or
African Americans or for his city.’
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Josey was “at Death’s Point,”and was an innocent victim in the .,

1nc1dr=nt wh1d1 arose from a d]sumum on rehmouq dlff

alimiost d'uiy bulleum ic_ Smccjourrmf fuc:t teporth lm.'-_
recovery. as doubt[ul“ lhen that the “NEEFU Editor I’Iab':;"'
- Chance for Ltfc, dnd F

' Iiy cli}IlE_‘Jlln(‘{‘d ten day later that

Midwest to haye an mdwr'nom black pwss—but it was the first
‘o endure. The first new&papr'r was for, but not by, African
Amiericans. The Wisconsin Afro-American, from white pub-
lishers George A. Brown and Thomas Jones, was founded 1n
1892 to recruit workers of color northward, but it went under

: a.ftcx a fcw mo' ths. Richard B ‘\flnntrromcry born into stavery
Sippi; _déhutrd h1s Iﬁscomm We c:kfyﬂdvomre in Mil-

the fir t issue

SEV

“In the first issue pubhshed in Mddﬂ(}ﬂ,JOSf’y had pmcla:med
‘on the paper’s logo that the Blade served as “A National Jour-
nal of Opininﬁ'aﬁd Circulation.” Although the circulation:
claim was overly optimistic, Josey did establish fiscal stability
for the Blade from the start. 4 :
" The Blade served as the press organ for the Aftican Amer-
ican Order of Odd Fellows and Household of Ruth in “both

The large buildings and handsome architecture that characterized
Milwaukee's commercial district (seen here in 1919) contrasted
dramatically with the crowded conditions in nearby Bronzeville.
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. its black citizens.” The Blade also reported the “lynchin
record” in the South for the previous year; when [ift§
Americans had been murdered by mobs for affront

_;“brushing_-_agsﬁflst -a_wllitf:" girl on a street.” Howc

more on their future in'the North. Combining his'joturnalisn
and activism—andincreasing his circulation at the sam

the State” and presided when the group apparentl
first met at Oshkosh in 1916, then called anothe
“Race Convention™ at Fond du Lac in 1917 to foun

THE KNIGHTS OF THE

U KLUX KLAN

Miller’s Park on St . F
ate Highway N .
south of Madi;fon o 13, two miles

Madison, Wis., Saturday, Octoher 4th

AFTERNOON A ND EVENING

Band Concerts. Lectures, Parade Around Capi
Naturalization. Fire Works apitol.

= Entire Public Invited

“ dominance over S. H. Lane’s Milwaukee Enter-
prise, also founded in 1916. Both papers subseribed )
to a similar editorial philosophy that countered the e e

prevailing, more accommodationist African Armer-

PROGRAM

ican ideology of the previous era as espoused by i . ]
- Booker T. Washington. Their fellow local publisher 5 388 Meeting Begms.
- Montgomery, especially, had been a propenent of : éﬁg;[:;r?,[ by JUgGE CHAS. B. ORBISON, Past

Lodge F. & A. &
past with “a strong dttack - ; -f}.ﬁf“};‘fggiii‘flﬁfngT?mhple thﬂ'ﬂers, Mefﬁkfﬁggt
N leadih . s nights of the Ku K| Y
6:30- Formation of P b ux Klan, Inc.
g ar& = § - = -
around State H, ade at Miller's Park. March to

-accommodationism’ ‘and/of - Washington.: The

10:00 Naturalization ¢ N
ful display of fire works, e J

—LEATS AND DRINKS SERVED ON THE GROUNDS.

" "ing Chicago Defender that served 16 weaken the'

Blade’s only local competitor, the Milwaukee

B 'Enterprfs_e, and cvtntﬁéljls} led to their merger. - EVERYB OD Y ‘VELC OME'
Publication of the Enterprise became increas- - ' s d
ingly sporadic until Josey purchased the newspaper in']
- became sole editor and publisher of the merged Wi
" Enterprise-Blade, although lawyer George DeReef:
7 waukee continued as a contributing editor. :

“. In 1918, Josey’s journalistic crusades took on a loca
" with a'campaign against the exclusion of African et
from Milwaukee juries. He won that campaign in 191
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“tutions.” Josey also'assailed s
k Cli.Y for assigning African Amer-
an social workers, pnbhc health

f_'mumty armd housmg that was
mcreasa ngiy (‘l‘OWdf:d cw’n prior

1928 Herbertj Hoovcr as “the
" Hope DfAmt‘l’].I'_d Republicans
rewarded .]m.e), who “conferred
with President Hoover on racial
problenis™ m 1929, according to
+ a later account by, the Mﬂll"’luk(’r"

Je Durnd]' and was namcd 1

cported that he had attcnded :

vention for almmt half .’»1.:{:(‘111'111 v, from IQOIE} uhnl his dt“uh

-Howavcr he had editorial advice for Hoover as the 1932 elec-
~tion near_cc_lz. 'H‘th{: Republican Party would win, it must inquire
“for theold path of human liberty; and walk therein. It must
return to the policy of human rights and serve all the people, or
, ajusf G'od will drive it forever from the face of the earth.” His
advice was' l'ustrlomc and his message was not heeded, but Josey

‘was correct in forecasting the Republicans’ loss of the presi-

" dency for the next two decades. Throughout the 1950s, as the
' Grﬂat_ Depr’iaséion deepened, he attacked President Franklin D.
Roosevelt and his federal relief projects; Josey thundered—cor-
rectly—that the New Deal deliberately provided far more work

- e g -4 " - s = e
for white meéfi'than for minorities and women.”"

In 1956, ane of Josey's great political goals was realized
when Vel Phillips was elected to the Milwaukee Common
Council. Phillips was both the first African American and
the first woman to serve as an alderman on the council.

However, the local African
American community remained

p(ﬂlx wlule oppcrmmncs_fjr ech;_. _

bccame less: frequent f0r Jnsey
As ducrimmatory federal poli-

cies: further 1mpoverlshed his
readers: and advertlsr:rs the ..

bccausc hr: lost his' wr} bqtﬂc for.
“the Emcrpnse Bjade

But to the end Josey § paper
was pivotal in several local poli-
ical campaigns at a crumal time
fUr Afrlcarl Amc:n ans in:

Afican Amenczm commumty Thelr celebl"';tlon was. prcma.'

ture, as a rccount of ballots and subsequent 1ﬁgdl battle
returned the seat to a whtte representative from the mmorlty of
residents in the district.?*

In 1944, the African American community at last sent one
of their own to the state. lcp;lslature Unfortunately, however,
local readers had to look to the Chicago Bee and the Defender

for full coverage of the pohncal coup, because: ‘Wisconsiniwas

again without a black press. _Josey s Emerpnse-B!adc folded
just as the black press nationwide was “enjoying ever-growing
prestige and power” and-an “unprccg‘.dcnted'léﬁ{el of popular- -
ity,” according to historian Patrick Washburn—and as the
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Josey (second from left) shakes hands with Bérnéce Lindsay, his longtime assistant.

. long-time leader of the local black press. The Defender also

~.devoted the top of its front: ‘page to the man who *had faith in
hlmself and 1 in }u:. co:mmu 'ty-zmd tau:{ht many tl’u: puwer of

(e 'That the ]nseys hqd helped to found. &8 i
i Most in attendance at the'services in both cities were African
American, although “the -_1_0ngr_1mc friend to many leaders of

N

according to the Defender, had “friends [who]
often differed with his political beliefs” as “one of Wisconsin’s
most ardent Republicans.” Influenced by the man he called
““Uncle Joe"—or “Fire-eater,” for his habit of inhaling his cigars
then exhaling a “big billow” of smoke—Hill would follow Josey
* into the field of politics, later serving as an alderman in Madi-

both races.

sori. However, Josey also'had taught an aspiring journalist with
liberal leanings about the power of the press in Madison, where
the younger man had become editor of the Gapital Times. 1
* knew Mr. Josey very well,” wrote William T. Evjue in a letter to

the family. “Although he was a Republican he always gave me
great encouragement in the early days of the Capital. Tirnes
when we were ha\ung tough slcddmg it In }115 LDIUI‘I’U‘[ L‘\{]ue

next.decade would Mllwdukce 'S commumty of cnlor beg‘m to
achieve the size sufficient to support a black press with impact
similar to Josey’s journalism. By 1960, although African Amer-
icans remained little more than eight percent of Milwaukee’s
p'oﬁijlatioﬁ'—'t'hc*city had its'greatest decade of growth in'the
twentieth century—its commumty of color had almost tripled.
since mid- ceritury to more than sixty-two thousand reﬂldents B
and'would continue its rise: _ < _'
Several newspapers soon emerged to serve the commun.ity of i
color, and some would survive into the next millennium. The -

Milwaukee Star started in 1960, followed in 1962 by the Mil-
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- Southérn Mlgml_mn 10 Milwhirkee, 1940 to 197{] ]qmmaf q{Nrgm Hmrrr)' i

n '195]8) 299—?48
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Nﬁgmes in Cnme,s Jurlt' 5.:14919, Weskly Wisconsin E'n!elymt. amd
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W kec, Wisconsin Emsrpmeﬂfadg_, Iebruar}' 141 1925
wclen” Mitwgihee fournal, July 8,1957; ] sey,

“Hello Wiscorisin," July 10, 1957,

s *Double R:tesfor_] A ]‘osey, Mmmﬂgrmdm Ju

first Negm pcwsp'lper The UW Law Sehool lists William, Nojand in'1 87538 th
African American stiderit and William T, Green in 1892 45 the first African Americar
wate. B) 1I1en the state bar appirently already Tiad admitted Everett K. S’I“F“’D“ ar
8 UW gmduatc who had not atended the law school butis believed (o be Wisconsin's
first African American lawyer. See University of Wisconsin Alumni Directory, 1849-1919 (Madi-
son: University of Wisconsin, 1921), 310, and Leslie H. Fishel Jr., “William Thomas Green:
Black Milwaukee's Liwyer-Leader, 1887-1911," Milwaukee History 19 {Antimn 1996):85-94.
Madison aty directories bist the Joseysat 312 N, Henry Street through 1916, then the Josevs
and the Bladeat 319 N. Henry Street in 1917, and both at 326 State Street by 1919, although
Madison miedia reported their address as 328 State Street in 1921.
= 8, Joe William Trotter, Black Mitwauhee The Making of an Indusmal Proletariat 1915-45
{Urbana: Unl\emw cfl!lmcm Pn-ss 1985), 98

5|:yRecov::nng frnm We Lmds M'm:h 17, 192] 'Negro S]a}rrr will

_"U\- upun, Ml 22 1‘321 and J A ]osey Recovers from E-ul]eLWuund i
the Wis i
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