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In the late nineteanth century, citizens and investors were optimistic that Superior
would eclipsa Chicago as the premier Great Lakes port. Drawing ca. 1885,
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n late September 1932, during
the depths of the Great Depres-
siont, Franklin Delano Rooscvels
campaigned for the presidency in Wis-
consin,  Speaking  ar Milwaokee's
Eagle’s Club on West Wisconsin
Avenue, the governor of New York pro-
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claimed that “back in the days when |
was in college .. . and began to ponder
the great principles of political life, 1
learned much and profited much by
what was going on in Wisconsin.”'
FDIR identified his own “New Deal”
with the Progressive tradition of ?’
Robert M. La Follete, This appeal  TH0s8
worked well in Wisconsin, as Roosevelt &
received more than twice as many votes ﬁ
here as President Herbert Hoover on
election da}-,: This was a stunning
result in a state where ninety percent of
the scats in the state legislature were
held by Republicans, and it ushered in
the modern era of Wisconsin politics,”

The 1932 campaign trip was not Roosevelt's first visit to the
Badger State. Nor was his first visit during his Vice Presiden-
tial Tun in 1920, when he came to Milwaukee to speak in sup-
port of the League of Nations.* Franklin Delano Roosevelt first
came 0 Wisconsin in 18%2, as a ten-year-old boy, His father
James, a prominent businessman, had meedngs o atend in
Chirago because he was a commissioner of the upcoming
World's Fair.” But the Roosevelts” trek through Wisconsin was
not a side trip. One of the reasons that James Roosevelt had
agreed to be a falr commissioner was so that he could conve-
niently check up on the substantal invesumenis he had made in
the city of Superior, Wisconsin, James Roosevelt set out from
the Windy City to fulfill his duties as president of the West
Superior Iron and Steel Company,

This visit was already James Roosevelt's fourth business trip
to Wisconsin in three years.” The West Superior Iron and Steel
Company had just completed building a massive new faciory
on the western edge of town abutting St Louis Bay. He had
also just financed the building of *Roosevelt Terrace” a resi-
dential block of luxury townhomes sprawling out from the cor-
ner of 21st Street and Ozden Avenue. Addigonally, the elder
Roosevelt was on the board of directors of the Superior and
Duluth Loan and Debenture Company and the First National
Bank of Superior. He was also director and chairman of the
West Superior and Duluth Gas and Water (‘-mﬂp;‘m;'.?

Thus in early April 1892, James, his wile, Sara Delano Roo-
sevelt, their only son Frankling and Franklin's soverness traversed
the entire length of Wisconsin, moving from its southeast corner
todts northwest extremity, They waveled in stvle in the railway car

Franklin Roosevelt campaigning in Milwaukee
during the 1932 presidential race

owned by James Roosevelt, Setting out
from Chicago on the evening of April 9
meant that Franklin would be sleeping
during much of their journey. Even so,
the rambunctous vouth from the Hud-
son River Valley must have enjoved see-
ing the farms carved out of the prairie
and then the North Woods travel past his
railway car window, Franklin undoubi-
edly ok note of Wisconsin's birds on his
way from Chicago w Superior, for this
was the same vear that he would start his
extensive collection of eges, nests, and
stuffed birds, which can sall be seen at
the FDR home in Hyde Park, New York.

What atiracted Franklin Delano
Roosevelt's father w invest in a small
town in the upper Midwest? James was
looking o parlay his already substantial
wealth mto a fortune. IF things would
go as he hoped in Superior, he would
become one of the nation’s richest men.

As the Roosevels waveled wo Superior, the town was at the
peak of a decade of spectacular growth. Superior had been a
sleepy, neglected outpost into the early 18805, But in the ten
years from 1883 to 1892, Superior experienced an economic
boom the likes of which no city in the state had cver scen, A for-
mer Civil War general named John Hammond saw an oppor-
tunity in the harbor lving at the western end of Lake Superior,
Hammond comvineed St. Paul’s great railroad magnate James |.
Hill that Superiar was ripe for development. Both Hammond
and Hill knew that transporting materials by ship was much less
cxpensive per mile than transporting an equivalent weight by
rail. IT Hill could build a ship and harbor industry at Superior,
it might corner the market on delivering grain from the Great
Plains to the East by utilizing ships instead of railears. Hill
pledged that *1 will not rest unil 1 have taken from Chicago all
of that immense traffic which belongs to Superior.™ In short,
Hammeond and Hill envisioned in Superior a new Chicago.
which would rival the City of Broad Shoulders as the nation’s
commodities and vansportation hub,

Railroad tracks were laid to connect Superior to points East,
West, and South. John Hammond founded the Land and River
Imiprovernent Comparny, which bought up numerouns tracts, He
solicited investment in Superior from the wealthy businessmen
of the eastern seaboard, During the next few vears the Land and
River Improvemem Company would be responsible {or devel-
oping most of the key properties within the city.” By 1891, a pro-
mational pamphlet titled “Souvenir of Superior™ put out by the
local Evening Tedegram, called Superior “the second city in
importance and the first in commerce in the State of Wisconsin™
and gave Superior the nickname “the City of Destiny.”

wisconsinhistory.org
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James Roosevelt invested in the West Superior lron and Steel Company.

James Roosevelt was one of the wealthy easterners invited
to [inanee and eapitalize on Hammond and Hill's ideas. Roo-
sevelt himself invested a good part of the money that made
Hu],‘u‘r';ur‘ what it was |Em"£_, but he alsc gilihl'f't‘{l t.':;:]'_rl-l,a'li [Foam
his friends, From among bas castern business associates he raised
a toral of 33,5 million to start the West Superior Iron and Sieel
Cl n'rq}mul.-.” Among its invesiors were John D). Rockefeller and
James Roosevelt’s son by his first marriage, James Jr.'*

Roosevelt’s plan seemed almost self-executing. The substan
tial iron ore deposits in northern Minnesota and northern
Michigan could be hauled to the West Superior factory rela-
tively cheaply on the new rail lines. Labor costs in northern Wis
consin would be substantially cheaper than in Chicago or even

Franklin Roosevelt's bird collection on display in Roosevelt's Hyde
Park home, which is now a National Historic Site.
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Jarnes and twelve-year-old Franklin Reosevelt in 1895

John H. Hammond, fourth from the right, served during the Civil War as a member of

General William T. Sherman's staff.

in S Paul. A factory producing iron and steel could help make
ships that could be dropped directly into Lake Superior, from
whenee they could move cargo more cheaply than by rail,

Together the Land and River Improvement Company and
the West Superior [ron and Steel Company made what had
been uncleared ground into a diverse city with a thriving man-
ufacturing sector. The 1891 Evening Telegram promotional
pamphlet relates that the plant cost nearly $1.5 million dollars
1o build and that it would “employ 1300 men.” " Much of the
iron and steel would be wrned over to the American Steel and
Barwe works, which was wouted as the grearest steel ship build
ing plant an the continent.'? As the Roosevelt's private car
arrived in town at noon on Aprl 10, 1892, the plant was run-
ning nearly at full capacity.

James Roosevelt had (st visited Superior in April 1889,
when Franklin's doting mother first recorded in her diary that
“Dear James left for West Superior.”" James traveled with
another key investor, Francis H, Weeks, who had engineered a
takeover of the Land and River Improvement Company in the
mid-1880s and installed himself as its president.'” He and
James Roosevelt worked together in several capaciiies, Weeks
served as president of the Improvement Company and as ireas-
urer of West Superior Steel and lron.” By 1892, Weeks was
the one responsible for executing Hill and Hammond’s plan to
create a new Chicagzo in Wisconsin's northwest corner,

The thriving industrial town needed amenities. Weeks and
Roosevelt built residences for those who would work the plam
and those who would supervise the work, When Roosevelt tav-

F

eled to Superior in early June 1890, he hired John W. Schimidt
and Louis Schmidt to build “in a thorough, careful and work-
manlike manner . . . eleven brick and brown stone tenement
houses according 1o plans therefor prepared by Carl Wirth,
architeet”'" Roosevelt promised to pay $52,000 for their work.

Clarl Wirth was one of the most sought-after architects in the
Midwest. He had recently designed many of Supertor’s most
impartant structures, including the new West Superior Hotel,
the Grand Opera House, and several residential blocks,™ His
preferred style was Wictorian Romanesque, where native sand-
stone detailing stood our agains: pressed red brick facades gen-
erously interrupted by windows with  arched headers, ™
Roosevell Terrace was to be built in this stde. These were not
homes for the workers at Roosevelt’s factory, but something
more permanent and upscale, for the town's managers, lawvers,
or bankers.

Unfortunately, the Schmidt brothers were not up o the joh.
In October 1890, James made a trip (o Superior on short notice,
He was called back o Wisconsin by Carl Wirth, whe had been
contracted to ensure that construction on Boosevelt Terrace
was up 1o his specilications, Just a few months after shaking
hands with the Schmids, it became clear that Boosevelt was
not gerting his money’s worth. Their original wvped contrace is
still in existence at the FD'R Presidential Library in Hyde Park,
MNew York, along with a later attachment that requires John
Schmidt, Louis Schimidt, and their parmers to pay James Roo-
sevelt “the penal sum of twenty six thousand dollars (526,000,

Ji |

pood and lawlul money of the United States of America.”™
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Rail baron James J. Hill built rail lines that connected
Superior to the Great Plains and the substantial ore
deposits of northern Minnesota and Michigan.

Exactly how the Schmidis were neghgent or who took over
4'{||‘|.‘i1T‘|,H'|,i[?lii '-I‘i |,I|'|{'I|."L|,r'. I I|-||." Rf]f:lﬂ“q.'l"hh I}"E:]'-Il'j'l ]] } I:}I'I.lrl.' [:li'l."'!-'rl"r"\ l“(i
contracts that were not fullilled to their satisfaction, not ones
that were completed. Nevertheless, Roosevelt Terrace was banli
at the corner of 21st and Ogden, “consist[ing] of 11 individual
three-story townhouse units, cach approached by way of a
striking brick and sandstome entry porch™ with “bay windows,
Jri'l'{ic':'liug ("h;f]’l['lli"l.'.‘i and rich sandstone 1|L~luﬂ[|'|gl'."',":‘ This was
“one of the city’s most prestigious residental addresses.™*

Not accustomed to being separated from her husband, Sara
Roosevelt did not quite know what to do with herself and
Frankhin during James's absences. During one of the weeks he
was away, she traveled to the family's New York City apart-
ment but wrote in her diary, T missed James and did not enjoy
New York without him™ She privately complained about
James having spent “a whole week away from me

James suffered a heart attack in carly 1891, just as Roo-
sevelt Terrace was being constructed by a new builder. There
would be no trips to Wisconsin that year as James was nursed
])ﬁ{".l‘i. 8] hl:'i,l:ll]] !]\ h'-I'H Ii'l-\.'il'l‘;-_':l "-\"-Ilul,'. I'Ii ]'Ii_h r'l'lrl.uiri'i]‘ip‘ }'f';‘l]"‘i h{'
would only rarely be unaccompaniced by Sara. Thus it was that
in 1892 yvoung Franklin Roosevelt found himsell raveling
through Wisconsin,

A precise accounung of the Roosevelt family’s activines in
Superior during April 1892 are not reported in Sara’s spare
i_l;'.]!'}-‘. All that is mentoned i5 that the Roosevelts spent the flm.'
of April 11 “seeing the sights of W. Superior.™™ Their itinerary
did include a visit to the steel and fronworks, ™ One can imag

AUTUMN 2009
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Moran & Co.

ine how wide Franklin's CYes wenre as i]'ll'}' beheld molten metal
and sweaty workers in a foundry building that stretched 360
feet long and 72 feet across.” James Roosevelt had seen this
part of the plant before. What was new for him was a rolling
mill which “contained blast furnaces and machinery for the
production of a range of steel materials™ including rails and
steel plates to be made into .-:]:ipa_:ﬂ This is the stult of ten-year-
old boys’ dreams, particularly when that ten—year-old’s father
owns the plant in which these wonders are taking place.

The local Superior papers reported on the presence of the
Roosevels, The April 11 issue of the Superior Daily Call noted
all of the mdviduals who traveled in James’s private rail car,
il'lL:l.Iulir'I;-_: *Master Franklin Roosevelt and ||'|i.~c| ;},nu‘:'m-u.x:."'”"
“met at the [Superior] depot by
E. J. Wemyss and other officials of the Land & Biver Improve-
ment Company,”™ The Dailv Call reported that the iron and
steel works and the American Steel Barge works were closely
mspected by the investors from New York and “great sabstac-
[ion was 1~x|H'L'.~'--cd"1’| at the recent il‘.l'l]‘Jr‘i WETTIEITS |‘J'L:||:]c'.“3|

Apparently one of the featured activitdes planned for the
MNew York dignitarics was the launching of one of Supcrior’s
distinctive “whaleback™ ships, which would be used (o trans-

port coal, ore, and wheat across the Grear Lakes. Each of

these freighters conld carry between five and eight thousand
tons when fully I aded. ™ When they slipped from the dock
into the cool, dark waters of Howard's Pocket at the north-
crnmost point of town, the vessels made quite a splash. On
April 11, 1892, the splash from a freshly minted whaleback

e |
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Built at a cost of 31.5 million in the early 18905, the American Barge and 5teel Works was expected to be a prime customer for Roosevelt's West
Superior Iron and Steel plant.

may have been sufficient to sweep an unsuspecting ten-year-
old into the chilly waters of Lake Superior,

Young Franklin loved to sail and was fascinated by hoats ol
all kinds. Thus the launching of a glant steel vessel must have
been the highlight of his trip. Contemporary papers do not
report any incident invelving him that day—nor even the
launching of the new whaleback. However, in 1945, the Supe-
tior Evening Telegram offered a headline that “Master Franklin
Roosevell Visited City as Bov of 10; Rescued after Fall into Bay™
as part of its obituary coverage of President Roosevelt. ™

Telling the story of Franklin's rescue was Mrs. Fred |. Loss,
whose husband had died in 1943, Mrs, Loss lived at 2115
Ogden Avenue, on property her husband bought from James
Roosevelt. According to the story, “TFranklin Delano Roosevelr,
whose love for the ships and sea was part of the grear charac-
ter that endeared him o the American people, got his first tasee
of Lake Superior at the age of 10 when he plunged fully clothed
into the waters at Howard's Pocket"™

Fortunately for the bov, he was “jerked to safiety by the hand
of the late Fred J. Loss, one-time alderman and carpenter-

contractor,” Decades afterward, Mrs, Loss recalled that “quite
a few pot wet at those launchings.™™

I 1892, the New York investors still had big plans for the
city. When Roosevelt and Weeks visited Superior, the local
Daily Leader issued a headline that read, *There are Great
Men in Our Midst; What Does their Visit Mean?™ The arti-
cle proceeded to suggest that it meant “good times ahead.”
While there was no official confirmadon, the paper reported
the financiers were negotiating contracts to bring a “cyvlindri-
cal steel car” concern and a “steel nail manufactory” to the
city. ™ The Roosevelts traveled on the city’s new strectears, and
the Daily Telegram reported that they stayed in the West Supe-
rior Hotel ™ The visit also coincided with the grand opening
of the Superior Board of Trade, an intentional copy ol the
Chicago Board of Trade, where commodities could be bid on
by those who would transport them by ship to distant locales.

The Roosevelts’ visit in early 1892 came at the high point of
their relationship with Superior. Within months, labor wnrest
at the plant would interrupt production, The next year, a
nationwide economic downturn now known as the “Panic of

T,
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Page from the diary of Sara Delano
Roosevelt, Franklin's mother
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ae M 1893 and a subsequent depression would hit

7 superior hard. It would expose a financial scan-

et dal and end the hll:';_:i'l:d]in_g q:':m'lh of the 1‘.I-I}'.

1 These matters and continued ill health put an

., endto James Roosevelt’s dreams of becoming one
3 of the nation’s richest men on the strength of his

Gttt r775 La
f/’(/%d

A4

o ST Pitrrt :
e Lhe SN

Wisconsin imnvestments,

id s L L A
/ - / 3 _

,," Among the attractions of Superior was the low

; : i WAl that could be oftfered manual laborers, But

7% z%ﬁw

the advantage of low wages was tempered by the

- possibility that those receiving them would object.

7 i The Gilded Age was characterized by (veoons

secking maximum output for minimal wages and workers
nrganizing and agitating in response. Superior’s workers were

[ LH] 1‘.\;L‘L~|‘11i1 i, As Paul B, |.u.-;iu|n;!ﬂ notes in his report oh the
city’s history, “the number of [union affiliated] organizations
that formed . . . during the peak of Superior’s Boom Period
1888-1892), was incredible.”™ Individual unions formed
natonally for nearly every laboring profession. Superior
boasted local branches of many of them, meluding a barber’s

> .
o i ? ;{fx /j oA Zli?fzf/" M fjﬁu“' %}I
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local, a sten |H|‘.=1|31|'||'1'1:-: le u'}l]r a local for ]'Ill!l'\'hf'l'!i:_ and even one
for cigar makers. Because unions were so specifically tied o
professions, by 1891 there was alse a movement in the city o
form a “union of unions.” This “Trades and Labor Assembly™
put out a dirccwory of local unions the next year, which
announced meeting times for various locals and stirred the
rank and file with such quotes as, *''he completion of this vast
economic revolution (the labor movement) . . . will be the step

[t §ii

from Bondage to Freedom!

Among the improvements made E Towen AVE. o
; Sl . L,
in Superior in the late nineteenth b RIOR, Wi, A1
century was the creation of a g
systemn of street cars, £
£
A streetcar makes its way down %—'f

Tower Avenue.

AUTUMN 2009
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The wake created by the launching of a whaleback was enough to soak spectators and almost drown young Franklin Roosevelt.

The iron and steel
the West
Superior plant union-

'n.'q."fill":i('!"ﬁ it

ized as well, joining the
Almagamated Associa-
tion of Iron and Steel
Workers,® H‘." late 1892
its three hundred mem-
hers in the West Supe-
rior plant  were on
strike.* The tming of
this strike was unform

nate. There had been a
massive investment of
capital by Roosevelt and
his co-invesiors, and just
as the enterprise proms-
ised to make good on
investment,

E|'|;L[ [h'c:-

duction halted. There

Franklin Roosevelt at age ten, around
the time he was alleged to have fallen
into Lake Superior.

was an additional prob-
lem. Francis Weeks had
abused his position as
president of the Land
and River ||‘1‘1|‘1|‘n\'l:":|‘1'|.:‘| 1
Company. Unbeknownst to anyone at the Land and River
Improvement Company, he transferred over $500,000 into the
Iron and Steel Gompany.™ Weeks might have goiten away with
propping up one company with the assets of another il a finan-
cial panic had not hit.

Early in 1893, the large Philadelphia and Reading railroad
cormparry fadled. In the months that followed, there was a pamie
on Wall Street as investors sold off stock.™ The Panic of 1893
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led to one of the worst econormic downturns in American his-
tory. As banks failed, even the wealthy had little money o
|-|'|"|."|""31'|.\ “rld "l\l'l_lil II—;’—’_\.h 1 H_'ﬁl .‘-i;;"!!ii-ll:'i;:ln l]",, "v.rl‘r“_. 1'?[[']}' (..Il_|]|'|'|;§_" []H.'
panic, Weeks was exposed as an embezzler. He had made ofT
with a healchy percentage of the money enwusied w him by
his eastern financiers, His scheme had been o pay generous
“dividends™ that actually came out of the investors” principal.
With his investors thinking that they were making large
Ao I,I-E-[:]I_]I'I' J]I"llf-ll;, Weeks had bheen "lilt'!.\iii'?_"f'(l ]]‘: Persons
anxious to make him custodian of their money.”™ With new
principal no longer being invested he could not reimburse his
clients their principal when they asked for it, and Weeks's
scheme was discovered, As the New York Times reported in
one of several front page stories, “He Robbed Evervbody Who
Placed |]|‘nJ‘H'|'1,1_. Where He Could Reach |1,,"'+Ii In ."l.iﬂ':,' 1893,
Weeks was deposed as president of the Land
and River Improvement Company, and he fled
o Ciosta Rica. His actions became tabloid fod-

WHEIMAGE 16 38305

der in the New York press,

None of this was good news for James Roo
sevelt, In the same week that the Weeks L0y
broke, Roosevelt was in Superior [or a fifth tme.
James had been scheduled o see the Columbian
Exposition in Chicago and then o go on o Wis-
consir, but the Wisconsin leg of the visit quickly
turned into a public relations salvage operation.
{n :"l.'['{::k 7. 1893, the !':'-upi,'rﬁm' Inland Ocean
reported James Roosevelt’s reassurances to the
people of Superior, He stated that Weekss ouster
“will have no effect whatsoever on the Steel Clom-
pany., They will be taken care ol and are now
doing a wvery successful business.”™" He also
rerminded the locals that the money Weeks took

wisconsinhistory.org

Tower Avenue, Supe
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The Roosevelts stayved in the
posh West Superiar Hotel,

WHIIMAGE 1D 138

belonged to easterners and that no person in
Superior was owed money.

Francis Wecks was not a mere swindler,
He used much of the money entrusted o him
o build up Superior. As long as dmes were
good he could have emerged a very wealthy
man and repaid his creditors. Difficult eco-
nomic times tend to expose shady business
practices, and that is what occurred in
Wereks's case. Weeks agreed (o return (o the
Uniived States in late 1893 in exchange Tor fac-
ing fewer charges. He was ried, convicted on

a l;i!'L;’_'il(' count of ﬁt]!'h"l":;, and sentenced o
ten years hard labor in Sing Sing Prison.
As president of the West Superior Iron
and Sieel Company, James Roosevell proba-
bly should have known what Francis Weeks
was up to, but he did not. He apparently con-

sidered his position to be more of a Nnancier

Wk ALE 1D

and a figurchead for the company, not an
operations manager. The factory was buile
and production proceeded apace, so there
was little reason for Roosevelt wo suspect that
amyvthing was amiss. He wrongly assumed
that Weeks was a Qt_!l'l[lt'fl"l'lfll‘.l who would not
swindle anyone, particularly not those within
thr tight social circle of New York’s moneyed
elite. All wold, Weeks squandered about 1.5
million of investor assets. ™

Meedless to say, this was the beginning of
the end for Roosevelt’s :—;ll'v.-;l_l‘l’hehip of the

The Roosevelt family
arrived at thisdepotin ~ Iron and Steel Company. 1t was also the end

superior in April 1892, of Superior’s cconomic boom. Though the

city would continue tw be a thriving port, any

hope that it would eclipse Chicago foundered

om the shoals of Weeks's treachery and the
Tower Avenue, natonwide :EE:i'Jr‘(':-iS-.[m‘l. The success of Roo-
Superior, 1905 sevelt’s enterprise was predicated on bulding
new ships and infrastructure. This was a busi-
ness model more vulnerable o depression
than James J. Hill's railroad and grain ship-
ping interests. Hill even prospered in the
18905 as rival rail companies went hankrupt
and he used the cconomic dovnturn to justify
lower wages.™ This behavior prompted a
sirike against Hill's Great Northern Railroad
by the newly formed American Railway

AUTUMN 2009 11
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Union in 1894, led by Eugene V. Debs.”! Debs would parlay
the fame he garnered from the railroad strikes of 1894 into runs
for the presidency as the nominee of the Socialist Party. "

James and Sara Delano Roosevelt would make one more
trip to Superior in early November 1897 —maore to see the city
than to conduct business. James was no longer the vigorous
middle-aged man he had been on bas first visit, having suffered
several more heart episodes in the intervening years. The West
Superior Iron and Steel Company had been sold, though he
retained his positon on the Board of Directors of Superior's
First National Bank. The 15-vear-old Franklin did not accom-
pany his parents because he had recently entered the upper-
class preparatory school Groton, in eastern Massachusetts,
afier ten years of home schooling. One of the few surviving let-
ters that James Roosevelt wrote to his son describes the trip.
Written on stationery of the Delaware and Hudson Canal
Company, another of James” investment vehicles, father wrote
to son frorm his vail car,

we are just ofl West-Superior, wind N, by East, weather
cloudy. There s much motion as you can see by my writ-
g, We left Chicago last evening at 6,30 and passed maost
of Sunday with Uncle Fred [a mailroad executve in
Chicago], Aunt Sally and the children. The latter are very
attractive 1f they did not have the Western burr to an
alarming extent, ™

The letter acknowledges FDR's own letter to his parents,
one of the first he wrote to them. It was with great pride that
the Roosevelts reacted to Franklin's news about his grades from
Groton School. James beamed, “we were delighted to get your

Letter from James Roosevelt to Franklin

ald=ut I
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W YOH TAWES, ALRGLIST 16, 1893

Union organizer Frank Weber
helped stoke discontent among
workers at the West Superior Iron
and Steel Works, exacerbating a
situation already made difficult
by the economic downturn of
1893 and Francis Weeks'
mismanagement.

The shady business practices of
Francis H. Weeks aided the
demise of optimism and
development in Superiaor,

letter and of course you know how greatly pleased [ am o know
ol your very good report. 1 suppose in a day or two I shall have
the official one.”"

As aveward, James told Franklin that he had ordered his son
a book ttled Song Birds and Water Fowl, The elder Roosevelt
stemed has letter “with love from both of vy, your Affectionane
Father, ]. R."™ Sara and James spent three days at Superior in
18397, November |
visit. The only notation in Sara’s journal was on November 3,

3. This must have been their most leisurely

when she remarked that they “found the place had grown a
pood deal.” Tt was not quite the City of Destiny
that they had hoped for, but James and Sara
Roosevelt were proud to have helped make a
city where there had been only a town before.
The legacy of Superior's castern investors,
including James Roosevelt, can sill be scen in
the street names on Superion’s west side:
Elmira Avenue, Lackawanna Avenue, New
York Avenue, Susquehanna Avenue, and
Ogden Avenue were all named for cities back
East. Much of the charactenstic architecture
of the city was built during Superior’s early
Boom, financed by the Land and River
[nproverment Company, Roosevelt Terrace
still stands at the corner of 21st and Oeden.
The Roosevell estate owned the buildings
into the twentieth century, selling individ-
il units to their occupants in 1905, five
years alter James Roosevelts death,
Beginning i the 19805, one of Roosevelt




WHoH autQb

BS7S08 "1:10 PM  Page 13

WISCONSIN MAGAZINE OF

lerrace’s residents, Debarah Devani, championed the block’s

'.'l!'x'hii-:':'lu1;-:|! and historical .\:igl'liﬁl';!l'lt":'. \1'.'5[]& the !31'|]‘J of

preservation consultant Debra Kellner, Devani and her town-
house association applied to the National Park Service for inclu
sion in the National Register of Historic Places. Citing its
sirnificance o local history, the federal government granted
Roosevelt Terrace that distinction on January 12, 20057

The i:.-u‘lm':. |]"I.'I[J:'I|:'I:'Il‘~i Roosevelt erected no b Wger exciats, but
it produced iron and steel until 1935.°" And one imagines that
little Franklin Delano Roosevelt learncd from his expericnce in
Superior, For one thing, he now knew o stand clear of a ship’s
launch—a valuable lesson for a futare assistant secretary of the
Navy. Addinonally, from his tather’s dealings wath Franeis Weeks,
Franklin Foosevelt learned firsthand about ”'ll:LM'l'l_l]Jlllc:uH
money changers,” a dass of people that he would mention that
we could all do without in his First Inaugural Address.™ &4
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Roosevelt Terrace as it appears today,
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Milwaukee Mayor Frank Zeidler received dozens of letters from concerned parents. This letter asks "respectable
boys and girls to Join their mathers and fathers in the fight against juvenile delinquency.
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;’City Plag'ued
by Juvenile

COUNTY HETORICAL 5o Ty

Crime Growth |

 Despite Long Records,

- Hoodlums Lightly Pun-
 ished by Court, Police
' Complain

The Milwaukee police depart-

ment is frustrated.

Juvenile delinquency is on th
rise. The statistics of the a‘.iul!r]‘.u.'lu'f;E
ment show it, So do records of the
children's court and of the juvenile
probation department.

The police have been catching
‘more children breaking laws, but
the:y: claim that their work is being
nullified. Many youngsters, picked
up with long records of violations,

even including burglaries, are be-

released by juvenile authori-
wi_th warnings, or at the maost,
being put on probation.

e police know that there is

e,

nct stations, police head-

:::“ and the police youth aid
are receiving mountin

laints. Grocers, butchers ang

merchants are reporting

aries. Janitors report schools

+ property damaged, articles

. There have been more hold-

more purse snatching. Auto-

Mewspaper coverage in Milwaukes

Milwaukee Journal article dated October 22, 1950,

The classic movie Rebel Without a Cause (1955%)

youth who defied the moral norms of the 1950s.

mphasized a

& BEBOPPERS

BY JASON L. HOSTUTLER

To The Honorable Mayor Zeidler:

I would like to suggest a method in
which our God-fearing young people
can combat and overcome the present
“be-bop scare.”

Let every respectable boy and girl
of every creed and color wear a
Crozse or Star of David on his or her
person as a direct refusal to become
a “be-bopper.” Also let every adult
do the =same, as proud parente of
such children and with the help of
Him who has the power over all we
will conguer this menace.

—A Proud Lutheran Parent, 1948
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Scholars often point to World War Il as an impartant moment in the creation of American youth culture. Enola O'Connell, pictured here, was the

onhy female wealder at the Heil Company in 1943, As women entered the workforce, children—especially teenagers

responsibilities for the household and its support.

n 1974, America was reintroduced to the hifestyle of Mil-
watkee's rebellious youth of the 1950s through the medium
of television and the sitcom Happy Days. The popular show
ran until 1984 and featured the humorous antics of teens who
defied the moral norms of the 1950 and the stupefied reac

'|i|i-:=. I:IIII'I'.{IH' L |'II5-i.¢'Nl..li:I'.l' iI(lIIll!—i. |[|. I'('.I]i‘l‘_\'- |||'.' hi":'!.l‘\-\."- |?| ?Z'||'i|\i||

of Milwaukee teens and adults of the fiftes was not far off the
mark, and a similar drama played out in towns and cities across
America. The modern American teenager orew out of the
World War [T—era cities and continued wo deline wsell i the
decade following the war, The tweenagers’ rejection of author
-|I§ in the |:-|r:-|n:|| era, which in extreme cases FaVe Way '.-:-jlau'-

mle ||_t~|~'||-:||_|r'|||'1.' and crime. sent waves of lmni(; throurh

took on increased

nervous adults in cities hke Milwaukee and in communities
across Amcrica. In the midst of the fear and ension that
stemmed from the Cold War, any perceived deviation from th
moral norm eqguated domestic instability and even disloyaliy,
lhe increased reports of juvenile enime caused America’s
.'I...I’.i“r‘l:]l. srale, ..Iil':l |.|IL :_':IH.'.]'IIT'I.II.'IIr"- (L] '|i|i-\l.' |||'|H:('|i'l." TS
ures to combat tecnager rebelliousness, The city of Milwaukee
presents an excellent case study of juvenile delinquency in the
1950s and how one city attempted fight i, through an inven
tive creation called the Metropolitan Youth Commission that
wias cstabhshed by Milwaukee's Mayor Frank Zeidler.

The World War I home front touched the lives of Ameri

can children as much as their parents. The war brought

} '|I.h|5t|:|.r‘j|' arg
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unprecedented changes m the lifestyles of American families
and frers aded the lives of fathers, mothers, and children, For
many familics, the temporary or permanent loss of the father
tor the Nighting and the working mother’s absence from the
home led to a significant transformation in parenting. Histo-
rian William Tuttle has documented the common occurrence
of “latchkey™ children during the war years. These were chil-
dren who had 1o take on Freater r‘v:—;i‘n waibilities inside and
outside the home—such as preparing their own meals, secing
themselves ofT to school, and maintaining the houschold
without the constant presence of a parental figure.” Wartime
popular culture played a stronger role in the lives of latchkey
vouth and taught them the moral lessons that absent parents
were unable to bestow, Older, lI‘l.!II:'I;_';L'f_:l }nulh oftentimes bore
an even greater burden as both substitute parents for their
vounger siblings and as wage carncrs to supplement family
income,

For home frone children, greater responsibility corvelated
with greater freedom. Out of the autonomy provided by the
L '|'|]~'.:'1I. ]Hi'-ﬂj. le, a new Ty of child L'|'|11'r';_:1'1'|.'|']'|1~ years 1941
to 1945 marked the advent of what is colloquially known as the
teenager, a distinct childhood classification with its own unique
culiure and personality, Owing in part to their newly discov-

ered independence and self-reliance, one defining hallmark of

the new teenager culture was the rejeetion of authority, which at
tires entered ir'l[n];m'lt:&-il'li'm—..II;ln'l.-:':-c Gilbert, a noted historian
of juvenile delinquency, has called the vears of World War I a
“rehearsal for a crime wave,” when teenagers mastered their
freedom from parental authority, A lack of parenial supervision
allowed American teenagers to test the bounds of waditonal
authority and led to a significant increase in juvenale crime dur
ing the war years, much to the chagrin of the adults whao feared
any domestic instability during a World War.”

['he end of the war and the return of parental authoricy did
not mark the end of the American teenager. Rather, in the late
19405 and the 19305, the new eenager cullure continued 1o
define itself and surpassed its initial wartime sense of indivd-
||:z|il}f and rebelliousness, Grace Palladine, a historian of the
American teenager, has noted how the economic boom Amer-
ica enjoyed in the postwar years and the rise in consumerism
significantly affected weenages culture.! American [eenagers,
with a new sense of independence and oltentimes a discre-
tionary imcome to supplement 1t, became the targets of mar
Lu'lil'n:" and fashion, [he postwar [eenager straddled all social
classes and was characterized by dance halls, hot rods, leather
jackets, premarital sex, and most importantly by rock "n roll.
From this new type of adolescent grew the popularity of rising
stars such as James Dean and Elvis Presley. One such weenager
remminisced that rock noroll “was evervthing that middle-class
parents feared: elemental, savage and dripping with sexuality,
qualities that respectable society wsually associated with
‘depraved lower classes.” ™

AUTUMN 2009
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Rock legend Elvis Presley also symbolized the spirit of the times—

youth culture clashing with tradition and authority. He's shown
here flanked by two police officers and a warden in a scene from
Jailhause Rock [1957).

From 1945 to 1957, the FBI conducied a series of reports
that actually seemed o correlate the teenagers’ rejection of
social mores with a rejection of legal authority, Although less
vinlent crimes such as truancy and disorderly conduct topped
the list, the reports collectively claimed that between 1945 and
1952 juvenile crime rose forty-five percent, and from 1952 o
1957 it escalated an additonal fifty-five pereent.” The siriking
crime reporis drove Americans (o ask questions and seek solu-
tons. Atorney General Tom Clark called the National Con-
terence of the Prevention and Control of Juvenle Delinquency
in 1946 1o -Ir'u:':-.[i;_';;i[r the 1']L'|i:l'||:l1|-:'l'|t'}' crisis and make proce-
dural recommendations. Ultimately, Clark’s conference only
muddicd the waters when the individoals and agencics
involved could reach no consensus on how 1o proceed with the
delinquency problem.” The aworney general increased the
American public’s growing tear of a juvenile crime wave with
a 1946 radio broadeast entitled “America’s Town .";Il'rlit'lg_' of
the Air," wherein Clark cited vicious examples of juvenile crime
and figures that indicated a growing trend in such crimes.”
Clark directed the Justice Deparument to respond by drawing
a hard line with juvenile crime, equating it with adult crime
and employing similar means of punishment. In contrast, the
Mational Children’s Burean olfered the competing opinion that

Juvenile delinquency was a problem demanding something

more than harsh penalties for teenager-criminals, The Chil-
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Products marketed to teenagers attempted (o promote
wholesome activities. The back cover of this LF explained:
“Teenagers, with all their excessive energy and electric liveliness,
find a perfectly suitable and very entertaining source of
expression in listening and dancing to lively music.”

-

TN e, il s,

DD SorRAnsg

LT T T —

-*n‘-i.--m--:rnl_-.u..n.--.-...- ¥ (P
[ T R

=

dren's Bureau was of the more progressive opinion that “delin-
Tt reat-

uency was a complex social problem demanding ex
ment”  beyond mere arrest and ]:un[shtm-m." Further
complicating the issue for America’s national politcians, the
Children’s Burcau called for more studies into the problem and
more commissions and conferences to make recommendations,
In the city of Milwaukee during these years, the Youth Adad
—— Bureau, a hranch of the Milwaukee Police
ih"[‘);!f“l:‘]'l.i'r'll. 1{-;']1[ a detailed rack cﬂ'juu"-

|Ei nile crime Hgures and made the statisties
public annually. Much like the national

trend, the vears hetween 1948 and 1958
showed a significant increase in juvendle
crime in the eity. Aceording to a compark
son of two such PEPHITE, Wi with erime i Mil-

AND HIS ORCHESTRY . g

wiukee nearly doubled inless than a decade,
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between 1949 and 1957, A total of 3,683 juve-
nile arrests were reported in 1949, compared
to 6,162 in 1957." The growing number of
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Juvenile erimes caused local politicians to take
action o curb the erisis. Concerned Milwau-

A

Ay EDEAARED

Youth culture—and youth rebellion—centered on
the surging energy of dance, dance halls, and music.

1d

kee cinzens first received word of the creanon
of a new plan t combat juvenile delinquency
on October 18, 1947, in a city council meet-
ing convened in order w address the city's
Juvenile crime emergency. According to the
Milwank 'J'J-'JLH'H.’H, @ nesw "':.'nur]l H'r'uup“ WaAs
planned at the mecting, designed to counter

m“'"i“‘ih_ﬂl_mm

DANCE PaRTY

@lﬂ

the city’s juvenile crime problem.

The city government's decision o act was
partly due to concern for Milwaukee families,
but mostly due to bad press the city received
over its boom in r_||:‘]ir'|(_1u|_"l'|l 5'(:[:[]1." f'l.]z'r:.'ut'
Frank Zeidler, in justifying the ereation of the youth
commission to the Jowrnal, stated: “The number of
telephone calls and leters reaching my office [from
concerned adults] . . . demanded action.” ' In Mil-
waunkee, the rebellious teenager became known as

the "|‘)::]'H’rl_‘:-]‘11't'” a |'u';:(:1[i1.'1‘ [erm qiu:ﬁ to acdoles-
cents who exhibited signs of the new teenager cul-
ture, Farthermore, the “unfortunate wire storics
had spread the facts” of Milwaukee's juvenile
delinguency problem “throughout the nation,™
giving way to some bad publicity for Milwaukee.

The new vouth group assumed the name Metro-

politan Youth Commission and was chaired by

Dir. William Rasche, the director of the Milwau-
kee Vocational School. Rasche shared the opinion of the
National Children's Bureau, asserting that the current prob-
lem with the nation’s vouth was extremely complicated and
could not be solved by catching eriminals and making an

example of them with harsh punishments. At one point in 1947,

wisconsinhistory.org
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when asked about the causes of Milwaukee's juvenile delin-
quency problem, Rasche replied: *It got this way over a long
time, War lowered our moral standards © . | the unnatural life
of the war period still ingers. That's the crux of the trouble.”

Although the new commission’s role in Milwaukee was sull
vague when the council meeting adjourned and actual work
by the commission would not commence for almost another
vear, debate over the delinquency 1ssue flourished at the Octo
her 18, 1947, I'I"Il.'l.'filll_’;. J"n.:'l‘j. Milwaukee Ehnﬁlil.'i.'lll had a dif-
ferent opinion on the causes and trouble spots of juvenile

delinquency, and their concerns served to highlight the nature

of teenager culture in the late 19405 as well as the mentality of

local adults. Dance halls came under immediate fire. Not nec-
essarily worried about the dancing itsell, the council seemed
concerned with the [:ltlh!c'l'lu of interracial l:l.'IIJI'iIIL'| and trater-
nizing between white and black youth. One white alderman
objected to the socializing among white and black teenagers
and pointed to the negative image Milwaukee received because
of it, claiming: “We've been eriticized for letting white and col-
ored vouths mingle at the Lapham Park social center” An
African American ALOrney present at the me I.'IIEI'I.I_" retorted that
the city’s delinquency problem rested with discrimination on
the part of some Milwaukee police officers, whe turned a blind
eve on activities of black teenagers and instead focused on the
actions of their white counterparts. He asserted that “wo many
times they ignore delinquent acts of Negro voungsters because
white y||1|1||.~' aren’t involved, As a result we have more i||L';fIi-
mate children o the Sixth Ward than there should be on the
basis of population and averages,” ™!

Nighttime football games held by Milwaukee high schools
were a second item singled out by the council as conributing
to Juvenile delinquency. According to several
members present at the 511('1'Ii||;_l, under the

cover of nightfall these events were conducive

AWHI IMALE 1D BS5MD

to all forms of juventle misbehavior, especialhy
afier the foothall games ended and the cele-
brations began. One alderman complained
that “kids thirteen, fourteen and titteen go o
_iuLl' T _-|<|i||[:- and restaurants, .~c1:|':.i||g| ot
later at night than their parents permit.” High-
lighting the generational gap between Ml
witlkee teenagers and aduolts, which accounted
[or much of the crisis, he further explained:
“When [ was yvoung, we plaved foothall on Sat
|||:'|']:1:. afternoon, then i we wanted to oo ol
that night to celebrate, we were home at 10:30
pm, or s0, not alter midnight as now." 2
The Metropolitan  Youih
MYC) met for the [rst time on November 3,
1948, The eleven members of the commmiszion

Clomimission

included two vouth representatives, The MYC

consisted of some of Milwaukee's most distin:

AUTUMN 2009

cuished civic leaders of the dme, including the chairman of the
Milwaukee Fire and Police Commission and the county super-
intendent of schools, The members of the commission ;|;_[1'::-:':’|
to meet monthly, On March 19, 1949, the MYC was up and
running and the Miwaukee Journal unveiled its ininal plans
o the public. According to the Jowrnal, the commission wounld
study the problem of vouth crime in Milwaukee and make pol-
ey recommendations to city counctl. According to Chairman
William Rasche, “a Ihl::'uug_lh and |:'.|]iw|i1';|511'|.r'||;|c'15:| Lo prepear-
ing youth for adult citizenship is needed” to solve the delin-
quency problem.'® However, Rasche emphasized that the
commission would not serve as a “moral fire depariment no
an official kind of baby sitter.” He believed that was the job ol
the city’s parents and schools. Instead, the commission was set
WP 10 wiork with and ac ORI the actions of parents and
schools inan effort to positively develop the vouth of Milwau-
kee as good Amcrican citizens, and thercby deter them from
rebelliousness and juvenile crime, By developing habits of good
citizenship in Milwaokee's youth, Dr. Rasche hoped to prevent
vouth crime before it oceurred.

.1'u:'1'-r1'-:'|illg| to the “Statement on the fll_q;ll'lz.x:llim'l and
Responsibilities of the Metropolitan Youth Commission,” the
MYC had the precarious responsibility of enacting a major
social reform in Milwaukee without radically altering city pol-

itics or ecconormics, The commission was charged with reform-

City council members often blamed nighttime football games for
contributing to juvenile delinguency. Youngsters who attended
juke box joints and stayed out past midnight were deemed
especially troublesome.
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ing powcndally delinguent vouth and lobbying the cite
council to make changes in Milwaukee's laws and
legal system to better address juveniles and juvenile
delinquency in an overall attempt to eradicate the
juvenile delinquency crisis. According o the state-
ment, the MYC resolved o perform four functions in

Milwaukee:

COLETESY OF MLWAUKEE counre HETORCAL sOnjETy

1. Remove the causes of delinquency in our
community, insofar as this can be accomplished
within our present social and economic system. %}

2, To point out to the community any social : '
or legislative reforms necessary o complete the w ' % cp

removal of the causes of delinquency.

3. To reclaim to the maximum degree the yvouths
g : : A > Parental fears of teenage promiscuity often aligned with the era’s
who are now in a delinguent classification. T ot
LT : hich of S g . politics. Here, Mrs. Ralph Polk argued that sex education in the
2 i_' RLY ."1 ; ﬂ_t GUT e laws, L _‘“u'-‘ dr_{ i schools presented a "mest dangerous stroke of Communism” in a
need of more strict enforcement to accomplish desived postcard to Milwaukee's mayor.

results, '’
Armed with this charter, the Metropolitan Youth Commis- Headlines like this one troubled Milwaukee residents in 1653,
sion went through three distinet phases in the way it
approached Milwankee's juvenile delinquency erisis over the
course of its existence. Each phase was marked by a unique
plan of action in the commission’s atempt to solve the prob-
lem. What can be called the “Lemislatve Period™ lasted from
1948 to 1954, when the commission’s work primarily consisted
of studying the causes and contributing factors of Milwaukee's
juvenile delinquency problem, outlining legislative solutions,
and lobbying the mavor and city council o enact its plans, The
most important of the committee’s studies, one that wok them
two years to complete, was entitled “A Report of a Study of
What iz Happening to Juvenile Delinquents in Milwaukee
County.” The study was completed in February 1950, and it
was distributed to Milwaukee schools, churches, businesses,
politicians, and families in the form of a fort-four page printed
and bound report. Although the report addressed a wide range
of delinquency issues such as theft and vandalism, it centered
on underage drinking as the most prevalent problem caused

by rebellious teens,
In the same month the commission’s findings were pub-

lished, the Milwaukee Journal printed an article that exam-
ined the extent of underage drinking in Milwaokee according
to the records of the Milwaukee Children’s Ciourt. According
to the fournal, cases of underage drinking doubled in the city
between 1948 and 1949 alone. A aty social worker described
a tvpical scene in a Third Ward tavern, claiming: “There were
so many girls seventeen vears old and younger in the place that
I fel like a grandmother. The bovs who were around eighieen
or a little older were drinking beer but many of the girls were
drinking highballs” Soon alter, the Jouwrnal reported the
breakup of a “two-day teenage drinking party.”'"" According to
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this report, the party involved fve teenage boys between the
ages of fourteen and seventeen and two fiftcen-year-old girls.
Two davs, two cases of beer, and one “forced intimacy™ later,
the party was broken up by the Milwaukee police,

Armed with its 1950 report and corroborating evidence
from the Journal, the Metropolitan Youth Commission
launched a crusade against liquor stores and taverns that per-
mitted underage drinking, with the taverns receinving most of
the commission’s [ire. The commission’s report outined three
resolutions regarding local bars:

1. That the community has too many taverns and
that number should be reduced.

2. That tavern owners, operators and bartenders
should be required 10 pass examinations for licenses to
insure the operaton of taverns by persons who are fully
conversant with all the laws relating o the operation of
faverns,

3. That licenses be granted only to persons of
integrity who will comply with the spirit as well as the
letter of the laws,"

Milwaukee's noncompliance with the Wisconsin state law
regulating the number of taverns amongst a local population
particularly attracted the commission’s attention, Wisconsin
guidelines stipulated that there was to be a maximum of one
tavern for every five hundred citizens in a city, but Milwau-
kee's number ol bars remained far above that level, According
to one study by the MYC, Milwaukee had 895 more taverns
than the state allowed.™ In the early 1950s, the MYC lobbied
city council to cut back on the number of tavern licenses in the

city but was blocked by the powerful brewing and tavern inter-
ests that dominated Milwaukee. In 1952, Milwaukee was still
home to 2,140 bars and the city was, according 1o Rasche,
making “snail like” progress in reducing the number.

The Mewopolitan Youth Commission’s plans w curb
underage drinking were innovative, il not incredibly feasible.
One such plan that never made it off the commission’s draw-
ing board was its recommendation that all mimors in the city be
required to carry identification cards. Its proposed policy stated
that “the County Clerk be required 1o issue a transparent iden-
tficaton w a minor with his photograph, name, age, height
and signature.” which were to be demanded of teenagers in
local bars, ™ ‘To dovetail with the 1D card plan, the commis-
ston further recommended that any minor caught in the act of
underage drinking or attempting to misrepresent his or her age
in a Milwaukee bar would have his or her picture taken at the
time of arrest and distributed o their parens and other local
taverns. The embarrassment to the teen and the mfbrmation
provided to other local bartenders would then act as a deter-
rent to underage drinking,

The Mewropolitan Youth Commission was unsuceessful in
is attempt 0 get its underage drinking programs through city
council, mainly due to the prevailing influence of the Wiscon-
sin Tavernkeepers” Association (WTA) The WTA's influence
was powerful in Milwaukee, and the organization had the ear
of city council members, As one situation proves, the struggle
between the MYC and the WTA was heated, At a council
meeting in March 1952, the head of the WTA lashed out at
Dir. Kasche, who was there o support his commission's legis-
lation.%* Rather than blame its own bars for underage drinking,
the WA tried 1o deflect the blame toward the dance halls, At

Milwaukee was not alone in facing rising juvenile crime rates after World War 11,
This 1953 newspaper article suggests the reality of a "Nation-Wide” problem.

i
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The Milwaukee youth commission met at the vocational school
Friday to make plans for the first meeting of its advisory con-
gress, to be held Jan. 12, Shown are (from left) Mrs. Woods O,

Humboldt av.; Miss Alice Holz, 2528 W, Lisbon av.; Dr. Willlam
F, Rasche, director of the vocational school, chairman; Mrs.
C. R. Beck, 7626 W. Lapham st., and Michael 8. Kies, county
superintendent of schools, = JnuTmal BANIT

Drevfus 3621 N. 30th st.; Miss Gertrude M. Puelicher, 3425 N,
—

The Milwaukee Journal ran this photo of the Milwaukee Youth Commission in December 1948,

one point, the WTA leader stated to Dr. Rasche: “Dao vou
know, Doc that each and every one of our dance halls—I mean
the Eagles and the Wisconsin Roof and all of them—is operat-
ing in open violation of the law? . . . Children as young as four-
teen and fifteen vears old go into them. Bars to the lefi and
bars to the right of the dance Moor, they're flourishing, vet they
are recognized as dance halls”*?

Beginning in 1954, due to the failure of its legislative pro
grams in city council, the Metropolitan Youth Comimnission
changed tact and entered into a period of new activity, The
"Community Action Perind™ was characterized by a more
direct intervention into the lives of Milwaukee teenagers, The
MYC abandoned its previous legislative approach and devoted
its energies into a more direct intervention into the lives of
teenagers through youth festivals, programs, panel discussions,
and parcntal help clinics. Nowhere during that tme was the
MYC's mission—to develop Milwaukee teenagers into whole
some, productive citizens
of Youth Recognition Week. The annual eitvwide event was
four days in length and held in late April or early May from

more evident than in its invention

1954 unal 1960, The function of the week was to “recogniee
the fine citieenship ol the great majority of our vouth atizens”

and to “encourage them to participate actively with adults in

2
=]

the fizht on the growing menace of juvenile delinquency.”**
Each of the four days featured a special theme to honor Mil
\\i’ll]k{'l'?h }'I:'“_ﬂh ;:-”l(.l l\."i.l,li,:l] []:H' 'L';:Ii'l,]{'h' ‘)I,. gllll[ﬂ {"il,i'ﬁ“l‘l"\'.hi[). ‘\-Il“l-
witlkee teenagers, parcnts, churches, city government, local
businesses, and private and public schools all wok part,

The celebration began with Church and Family Diay, which
gave the week a religious imprint. This commussion beheved
that this day would demonstrate to Milwaukee's teenagers the
role of church in the hife of a wholesome citizen and "L'M]‘}ha!-
size the importance of familics worshipping i the church of
their chotce.” The MY encourared Milwaunkees churches
o hold youth-oriented services, sponsor special programs hon-
oring voung persons, and help wenagers feel that they made a
positive contribution to the church and their families.
Churches across the 1'il:, 1'xijg'ri|nl;nli'{| with such actvities as
special sermons on the “importance of family living,” post-
service breakfasis, and special music. Some churches even gave
youth complete charge of the services,” The MESSAPE WS
clear: cittwenship was a blend between good behavior, religious
piety, and familial and civic responsibility.

\I-i}l.lllh I{rﬂl\ I]H,}' Was a i_"l'h._'.l "';;l,l_il:)l'l “i- ]fl:l,ll'i(:l]i'il'l'l i:”l.(,] I:El,i-
zenship. The commission mnstructed cach high school to send
between thirty and forty gifted and promising students to the

wisconsinhistary.org
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gathering, which took place downtown
at the Vocational School's audito-
. Py .

rium,”" The rally began in the early

W1 PAAGE ID BiGrs

afierncon and included socializing,
patriode singing, entertainment, and a
muest orator who spoke on the values of
patriotism and eflective citizenship,
The 1954 guest speaker was a Mrn L. A
Francisco, a high-ranking speeial agent
from the FBI. In a letter from FBI
divecror J. Edgar Hoover w D
Rasche, the agent came highly recom-
mended as an accomplished profes-
sional and a potent orator.™ The
agent’s speech instructed the gathered
students that their country needed
them o be good citizens, steive to build
a better community, and make positive
contributions to their homes, churches,
and schools.™ Following the end of the
rally, a discussion between Francisco
and five students was aired on the local
WISN radio station.

Government and Industry Day, fol-
loweed by United Nations Day, roundedd
off the week, The former was a day
when civic and private institutions
araund the city opened their doors to
teenage visitors, In preparadon for the day, local wachers
elected promising high school students to visit city government
and local businesses, The commission believed that seeing pro-
[essional men and women in action would provide a positive
example for local teenagers and an incentive to turn away from
juvenile delinguency.™ The students spent the day observing
local businesses, judicial hearings, and executive and legisla-
tive functionz. United Nations Day closed the Youth Recoomni-
tion Week festivities, For this day, the MYC urged local
principals and social studies teachers to arrange special assem-
blics and individual classroom programs that demonstrated
how the United Nations functioned and affected America’s

vouth. Specifically, the presemations would exiol the values of

good citizenship and *|[promaote] world ]:-mr{'."‘” Later i the
evening, WISN hosted a live radio broadcast that recapped
and reflected on all the week's activites,

The members of the Metropolitan Youth Commission
unanimously declared the [irst Youth Recognition Week a
“complete success.”™” Commenting on the vouth-driven pro-
grams, a member of the MYC applauded Milwankee's youth:
“They proved youth can accept responsibilicy under acllt guid-
ance and achieve.” At least some students were equally enthu-
siastic about the week's events. According to one high school
student who caught a case of patriotic [ervor: “This was an

AUTUMN 2009

William F. Rasche chaired the Metropaolitan
Youth Commission. He saw juvenile delinquency
as a complex problem with equally complicated

historical roots, *The unnatural life of the war
period still lingers,” he said in 1947.

experience not one of us will ever for-
get ... it surely 1s wonderful to feel that
all of us belonged to that flag and that
even il we were [EENAgers, We were
American citizens. 1 think it made us
all want to be really good.”

The glow of success did not ast for-
ever. Beginning in 1957, the Metropol-
itan Youth Commission began to lose
the idealism of the previous eight years,
According to the figures from the Mil-
wavkee Children’s Court and the
Police ”L'.!‘}'rll‘!:‘.l'l.i"l'!l, jl,l\'l:"l'lil.t! delin-
quency was still on the rise and the
cfforts of the commission were doing
nothing o stop it. The Children's
Court reported thar there were 1,118
more juvenile delinquency cases hefore
the court in in 1956 than in 1955,
which translated into an 18.1 increase
in only a year.” The Milwaukee Police
Department reported similar figures,
Juvenile arrests jumped [rom 4,457
instances in 1933 to 5,785 in 1956."
Leading the report were drinking, bur-
glary, auto theft, and destruction of
property. In the wake of the reports,
Mavor Zeidler sent D, Rasche a letter
that urged him w enlarge the commission and ke on more
functions. Rasche agreed, despite the already tight operating
budget allotted to them, and replied: *The continuing rise in

juvenile delinquency and erime, we have agreed, require the

strengthening of all the agencies and community service which
are concerned with the physical, moral, intellectual and spiri-
tual development of children and youth.”* In what can be
characterized as the orgamization’s Emergency Period, com-
mission members voted w expand lrom eleven to twenty-three
members and divided into six separate committees: vouth pro-
grams, recreation, juvenile delinguency, institutions, legisla-
tion, and public relations,

Diespite the reorganization, the MYC never demonstrated
the proactive attitude toward legislation and juvenile delin-
quency; instead, from its reports, one detects a distinet sense of
frustration. An excerpt from their 1957 report on reorganization
highlights this scnse of malaisc: “The last report of the Chil
dren's Court revealed that Milwaukee County experienced a
large increase in juvenile delinguency in the previous twelve
months, notwithstanding all the constructive and positive efforts
that were made by many county, city and private agencies to
develop a community climate in which delingquency and erime
were expected to decrease.”™ Youth Recognition Week, once
the commission's idealistic and choreographed annual event,
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FRANKE P. ZEIDLER CHESUTIVE 8 CORETARY

AT OFFICE OF THE MAYOR STANLEY BUDNY

AEEIBTANT BESRETARY

MILWALKEE -

COURTESY OF BILIWRUERE DDLU KTY HETORICAL SOCIETY

llovember 9, 1950 fECE:

Dr. William F. Raache
Chairman

Ketropolitan Youth Commission
City of KEilwaukee

Dear Dr. Rasche:

Concerning your interview with Sergeant Cecil
Daugherty on the youth problem, it seems to me that
you have arrived at the same conclusion that I have
in attempting to deal with it. We both rescognize
that the yocung people in this community, at night
time, tend to congregate where they are not wanted,
and hence they are pushed around.

However, to find funds to set up a $250,000
institution, such as Sergeant Daugherty suggests,
is not an easy one. 1In addition to that, the past
record of youth centers has been so poor that I am
sure that they are not the complete answer.

Thinking farther ealong with the problem pre-
gented by the sergeant, I detect that underneath
his suggestion rests a sense of dissatiafaction in
not being able to do something for the youth., I
wish you would find a special assignment for him in
conneetion with the youth commission so that his un-
deniable talents might be batter utilized.

Consliderable pressure is developing for the
reinstituting of the PAL League, and I feel that
there may be some merit in this problem. I am not
at all convinced that the entire PAL Leagus program
can, or ever will be, succeasfully incorporated by
the Kunicipal Recreation Department.

In your study, therefore, of Sergeant Daugherty's
request, would you also include a bit of thinking on
the PAL program?

Yours truly,

Fa b P 2L,

FRAINK P. ZEIDLER

S FPZ.r Nayor

"_.
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was changed into a “sell-sufficient™
youth driven function and broken mto
two separate two-day events.”

In the wake of the 1957 juvenile
crime reports, the commission again
ook on the issue of underage drinking,
Learning from mistakes of the past, the
commission did not confront the Mil-
waunkee tavern establishment, which
was still among the most powerful lob-
hies in the state. Rather, it chose to
oppose the 11L&, Navy. Une vexing
problem for the MYC was the presence
of the Great Lakes Navval Training Sta-
tion 30 close to the city. The issue
involved underage sailors on leave
from the base who visited Milwaukee
bars and returned to the facility “imtox-
wated and some helplessly drunk,
The sporadic lawlessness and cases of

COAIRTESY OF MDA UKER COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCETY

FOUR IMPORTANT DAYS FOR YOUTH

1IN
YOUTH RECOGNITION WEEK
Beginning April 25, 1954

TUKE IN ON ¥YOUTH RECOGNITION PROGRAMS BROADCAST BY MILWAUKEE EADSG AND TELEVISON STATIONS

AR WA BT R R
ol et 1HEES Sobaad
GOVERNMENT AND
INDUSTRY DAY
April 27, 1954
Councy and rumcipsd ofcon imd
AT L A T
effom for severs] baours oo this day
i give e wnior silsass Tese
ench high swhiwl 1 dos-op avpewi-
i b st res wliloin Tl o -
ruim wrvices dirociid from s sxece-
Vi i, M. Ltk Groshrmihe,
Mrirspalinn Yaurh Commasics
regmiber pepresanning  Litiena
High Schood, W chosman of thin
day's prigrim

“sexual immoraliny” that ensued while the satlors were on their
drunken Turlouehs in the city caused the commission to take
action. The MYC, allied with civic leaders, local parents, and
some naval officials, was suceessful in lobbying the city coun-
cil for a change in policy. Beginning in 1958, any sailor found

guilty of improper conduct within the city limits was restricted

fronn further visics,

The steady increase in juvenile crime, despite the commis-
sion’s best intentions, caused its members to rethink their strat-

Mayor Zeidler struggled to find solutions to the "youth problem”in
this letter from 1950,he expressed doubts to William Rasche about

the viability of a planned youth center (lefth.

Mayor Frank Zeidler served as the city's third Socialist mayor and

died im 2006 (below).

£ PRSI 3T A

CHURCH AND FAMILY

DAY
April 35, 1954

Parrras sl abrir yewng prapic src
wraraged o join in oy -
ibip w fhair chanthes on thi ed
e P g St The Toais banis
ol (COrRsh i abo @ ] Do
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. an Beion WEEN on this day.
Ei_. Mary Ao Hofmarn, Mouo-
politen ¥ouih Comminicn member
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Duy progran.

o
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YOUTH RALLY DAY

April 36, 1954
A
seaning bugh schods in Miweukos
sy il wmat 1 5 M ks
Vimniiomal School ssdimnun
LY pomn. oo b M. L AL Fani s,
Spwrin] Agere of the Fodorsl Bunmo
ol Inwearigarien, Washingwon, [, .,
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Civhmkip. blas Mokl Nragdon,
L iten. Tauth C i
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Bt ashesl I migsage ilasm ow
msonbly progrsom i shikh con-
waberatizm ol b g s
iseram im che Unied Maissas
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The Metropaolitan Youth Commission created Youth Recognition
Week in 1954 1o recognize area teens who demonstrated the values
of good citizenship. The four young people pictured here were
recognized during the inaugural event.

Parents and teens used these tickets to attend the Milwaukee County
Youth Rally in April 1954, The program featured a talk on "effective
citizenship” given by an FBl agent.
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No Carrie Nation Threw Those

As illustrated by this political cartoon, the Metropolitan Youth Commission fought a fierce battle
with the Wisconsin Tavernkeepers' Association (WTA) in the early 19%0=. The commission blamed

Milwaukee's bars for a surge in underage drinking arrests.

egy in dealing with teenagers. In what was to be its last major
agenda, the MYC vinvetled a new “Hard-to-Serve and Hard-
to Reach Youth Project,” that was designed to meet the “unmet
needs of older teen-age vouth,” * Whereas the commission’s
previous programs were aimed at the good and wholesome
teenagers of Milwaukee through programs such as Youth
Recognition Week, the new approach tocused specifically on
delinquent teens, The “Hard-to-Reach Youth Project™ recom-
mended that city council fund safer dance halls and better
socializing facilities for Milwaukee's teenagers. In late 1960, the
proposal was distributed o the city council in pamphlet [orm.
However, due to a lack of funds and the MYC’s dissolution
soon thereafter, the program was never implemented,

Adter vears of disappointment over the rising reports of juve-
nile delingquency in the city and the faillure of its inal program
in city council, the Mewopolitan Youth Commission finally
ave up. Following the 1957 juvenile erime reports, the MYC
entered a period of malaise from which it never recovered. The
commission officially dissolved itsell'in a unanimous resolution
passed on February 28, 1961, The commission's final report

demonstrated the frustration that the
committee felt over s failure, and
stated that the group disbanded “in
view of present circumstances and fully
conscious of the fact that the problem
[of juvenile delinguency] has been by
no means resolved.”'" In this final act.
the commission passed an informal
William
Rasche for his dedication and “unflag-

resolution  to honor Dr
ging zeal.”

According o the Milwaukee Jour
nal, the members’ dissatisfaction over
the growing rate of juvenile crime in

funds were the two reasons for its dis-
solution. Afier the close of the last
meeting, Dr. Rasche was quoted as
saving, “l like this commission, but |
don’t think we are powerful enough to
do the job called for by current condi-
tions and trends.”™ Indeed, the com-
mission’s slim budget presented a
serious problem for continued action.
According to the same article, the
MY had operated with an annual
$750 allotted by the city government,
just enough to cover the cost of score-
tarial help and postage, The nexi day,
the Journal again picked up on the
story, and the sense of despair and
powerlessness 15 equally evident in
Rasche’s remarks. In a conference addressing the problem of

juvenile delinguency and the dissolution of the commission,

Rasche stated: “T think we were too weak, We met once a
month; we passed resolutions. But in the meantme the other
area [juvenile delinquency| has been growing.” 2 His state-
ments ended with a challenge to the city to implement a
stronger and better-funded group to combat the problem.

According to Rasche, “I'd like to see a substantial sum of

maoney put up for use by some organization . . . the group
should have a paid stafl and a director in his fnest vears, [t
must be county-wide”

The question of whether the juvenile delinquency scare of

the 19405 and 1950s was real or merely perceved 15 interesting,
For a city supposedly in the midst of a juvenile crime wave, the
Metropalitan Yourh Commission’s constant lack of funding
and the overall tn car it received regacding s legislative rec-
pmmendations would seem to indicate that city government
was merely giving a hysterical public lip service with an under-
funded commission. However, it1s important to rernermnber that
the problem of teenagers and juvenile delinquency was very

wisconsinhistory.org
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real for the citizens of Milwaokee at the dme. Some, such as Dr.,
William Rasche and the members of the Metropolitan Youth
Commission, took the real or imagined problem very seriously
and worked very hard to solve it. What remains clear is that
the appearance of an independent teenage child with his or
her own values and culture was siill a novelyy 1o the 19505,
When evidence surfaced that weenagers were defying societal
norms and at tmes breaking the law, Americans became con-
cerned. When the press reported that the lawless trend was
increasing in the decade following World War 11, a panic swept
the nation and cities such as Milwaukee were forced o act,

The Metropolitan Youth Commission was Milwaukee's
response o the delinguency problem. Their actions embodied
those of concerned parents across the city, attempting to pro-
tect their childven from negative influences, The thirteen years
of the commission’s existence included many optimistic plans
and inventive programs typical of the zealous patriotism
expressed in the 1950s, However, the frustraton caused by the
city povernment’s only passive interestin its plans and the con-
tinued rise of juvenile erime reports despite their best effort left
the commission no choice but to give up the fght. After thir-
teen years, perhaps its members finally realized that American
children had changed, World War I gave teenage Americans
their first taste of autonomy and self~sufliciency, and they were
unwilling w surrender it Postwar commercialism and materi-
alism had ushered in a completely new lifestyle for America’s
vouth. Despite the concern of parents, pohiticians, and city
commissions, the teenager was here to stay. W

Years of frustration, a lack of funding, and a rising juvenile
crime rate all led the Metropalitan Youth Commission to
dishand on February 28, 1961,
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Laural Lake boathouses of the Threa Lakes Rod and Gun Club
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This large, two-slip boathouse is located on Catfish Lake of the Eagle River chain of lakes. It

features a second level with living space.

encrations of vear-round and scasonal residents, fisher

men, resort guests, campers, and touriss have enjoyved

northern Wisconsin's vast network ol lakes, Doating past
wet boathouses along the shorelines. Perched over the water,
these structures are integral components of the North Woaods
landscape and one of the most visible symbols of the recreational
activities for which the area is treasured. Although privately
owned, these garages on the water belong w the collective memn-
ory of all those who have had fun on the lakes, Standing for pen-
erations, the boathouses are landmarks that provide visnal guides
10 ru'l.rig_{;ul', mark a favorite ﬁ:-’-;hil'lH Spot, OF SCEVE as a familiar site
during the first boat ride of the year. Oneida and Vilas county
lakes are home to many of these buildings, and pictured here are
Just a fow of those that can be discovered on Plum Lake, Lake
Katherine, the Fagle River chain of lakes, the Minocqua chain
of lakes. and the Three Lakes chain.

Northern Wisconsin's boathouses were most often constrocted
of wood and were built from the beginning of the twentieth cen-
tury until the 1950k as shelters to store and protect boats from the
elements, Smaller bodies of water or lakes with bays provide ideal
locagons. These areas ofler protecton, especially from ice shoves,
which can damage the buoilding’s foundanon. Constructed
:_'1|r_r|1_u with seasonal residences or resorts, boathouses are .‘iil'l'l!}]l}:_
wtilitarian buildings. In addition to creating storage space for
hoats and related recreational items, some also provide addi

tional recreational or living space on the second level,

an

Typical one-story boathouse lncated on
the Minocqua chain of lakes

North Woods boathouses are typically constructed as one
and two-story wood frame buildings built over wood pilings or
crib foundations in the water. The foundations were often
driven during the winter months for ease of construction, with
the frozen lake serving as a working platlorm. The square or
rectangular buildings commonly feature a hip- or gable-shaped
roof; however, flat or gambrel roofs are not uncommeon,

The lower level of a boathouse is oficn a garage-like space
with one o three boat slips and storage for generagons of water
skis, fishing poles, and life jackets. Mechanical or manual hoists
above the boat .‘i]i.i"].\: are used to lift the boats in and out of the
water. Boathouses with a second level feature cither an open
recreational room or secondary living quarters, sometimes with

bedrooms, bathrooms, and kitchens, In most cases, bands of

windows are [ound on the second-level elevations o showease
majestic views of the lake and offer great vantage points for

_Eun’|gi:\g’ sail boat Faces, '[']u‘ h-l".l'l:l'l'l(l 1r_~x-r:.] of the hoaths INET fire-

rquently serves as a favorite gathering place, a place of reprieve
on rainy days where owners and guests can play ping pong or
walch the sunset in clear weather.

Boathouses were most frequently designed and constructed
by the same local builders and carpenters who constructed the
North Wood's resorts and cabins, P 1 wilar architectural 50y les
of the carly to mid twenticth century, which were utihzed in
the main buildings of resorts and seasonal cabins, were often

continued in a more limited way in the expression of the com-

wisconsinhistory.org
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plexes’ boathouses, As a resuly, influences of Queen Anne,
Crafisman, Tudor Revival, Rustic, and modern architectural
-;r:u'|-='.~c can be seen in the r:llhnu.-c:':—c in Uneida and Vilas coun-
tes. Style is most often reflected in the boathouse’s form and
massing (similar to proportion), roofline, and simple architec

tural details such as muli-divided windows; exierior log, shin-
gle, or clapboard siding; and the inclusion of decoratve roof
brackets and exposed roof rafters. In a few cases; the overall
L‘il':-'i;_:ll is more 4~|:ﬂ‘.»nl"r|h', h‘ll(']'l as the Lake M [J'I:J:'t]un hl::l:!ll,E'IHllhl'
that features a corner turret.

Fow boathouses on northern Wisconsin's lakes were buili
after the 19605, The decline of wet boathouse construction can
be attributed both w the irventon of free-standing boat Lifts and
a 1979 Wigponain State statute that restricted the construction
H!-:"Jr'l.'!. new structures over the :—;[;:rl"h walters, i1'|1'||u'|i:'|g_: hoat-
houses.! The freestanding removable lifts that dot Northern
Wisconsin's shorcline today became a cost effective option to
store a boat on the water without the required maintenance of
a permanent building. In additon, many boats came o be con-

This distinctive two-story boathouse on Plum Lake features an upper
level wrap-around porch,

The Miller Boathouse in its original location on Laurel
Lake as part of the Three Lakes Rod and Gun Club {right)

The Mational Register listed Marshall D. Miller
boathouse on Laurel Lake was built ca. 1920, It was
moved across the frozen lake to its present location
during the winter of 1948-1942 {below).

COURTESY OF gy g
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Vintage postcard of Lake Minacqua boathouse and canoes in front of the
C_M. & P Bridge, postrmarked 1907

Two-slip, two-story boathouse on the Three Lakes chain of lakes
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The Craftsman-style Ella M. Boesel boathouse on Lake Minocqua was built ca.1935, It was the first boathousa to be individually listad in the

Mational Register of Historic Places.

structed of fiberglass and aluminum following World War 1T and
required less protection from the elements. In accordance with
current state statutes, boathouse owners also face restrictons on
vonducting continued mainenance of these buildings.

As a result, the existing boathouses within the North Woods
landscape have become endangered architectural resources,

ARBROUT THE AUTHOR

Christina Slattery iz an architectural
historian with Mead & Hunt, Inc., a na-
tional consulting enginaering/architec-
ture firm with a specialty in historic
preservation. She received her mastar's
degree in historic preservation from Ball
State University and a bachelor's degres
in art hlstﬁry from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Christina
has documented boathouses, resorts, private estates, and cabins
throughout northern Wisconsin and has nominated several of
these properties to the National Register of Historic Placas.

Ovwners of some of the more distinctive historic boathouses
have embraced historic designation in the State and National
Register of Hisloric Places as a way to recognize the signifi-
cance of these stroctures and continue their maintenance in
accordance with the state statutes, To date, thirteen wet boat-
houses in Oneida and Vilas counties have been recognized for
their architeciural ‘wi“liﬂit‘il!l('r as examples of this distinetive
recreational property type.” As symbols of “Up North,” wet
boathouses in Oneida and Vilas counties continue o link the
memories of many to a specific lake or landscape and evoke
our state’s recreational heritage, 04
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Jollywood, a rustic log cabin-style
beathouse, is located on Big Fork Lake.

Buiit in 1940, it is listed in the National
Register of Historic Places.

Camp Idyle Wyld boathouse on the Three
Lakes chain, undated

i E 1D B5214

View of the Ben and Margaret Stone Boathouse from land

Lacated on Plum Lake, it was built in 1928, Itis listed in the
Mational Register of Historic Places,
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A teacher felt his student’s vocal cord vibrations as part of a speech lesson,
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She Taught Him to
“Hear With His Eyes”

BY NANCY K. PLANT

Wi IAELE D 26 i

orace Gillespie’s obitary

in the New London Press-

Star reads like a conven-
tional  twentieth-century  success
story, Born in Hancock, Michigan,
in 1902, he married a girl from Bear
Creek, Wisconsin, in 1954, He was a
graduate of Lawrence College in
Appleton and ulimately joined the
faculty at Columbia University in
New York, where he taught bio-
chemistry to medical and dental stu-
dents for forty yvears. At the tme of
his death in 1983, he was a member
of Maost Precious Blood Catholic
Church in New London. He was
survived by his wife, son, daughter-
in-law, and three grandchildren, An
impressive life story, certainly, buat
not unlike others of that time. Yet
Horace Gillespie’s life was indeed
remarkable, more remarkable than
it sounds on first telling. Horace
Gillespie was deaf”

How did a deal boy born at the
beginming of the twentieth century in
the rural Upper Peninsula of Michi-
gan manage to live a life of such
apparcnt normaley and with such notable professional accom-
plishments? Horace Gillespie was quite intelligent and pre-
sumably had extraordinary personal qualities of resilicnce and
determination. However, as with many exceptional people,
there was someone who made a imely dillerence that was crit-
ical to his life, That person was a teacher of deal and speech-
impaired children named Maude McGinty,

AUTUMN 2009

The sign language alphabet

The Deaf Child

Horace Gillespie was normal at
birth. He gradually went deaf, pos-
sibly as a result of a severe illness he
suffered at age four, Although his
parents knew that he was hard of
hearing. they apparently didn’t real-
ize that he had gone completely
deal—rather, he was considered a
bit “backward.” Ironically, Horace
was, in fact, quite bright, and his
intelligence and adaptabality may
have confused his parents into think-
ing that he could hear them, as he
was apparently able to discern what
they were communicating much of
the time. Also, deal children often
have an acutely developed sense of
vibraton, with the resule that they
respond o loud noises, such as
something large alling on the foor,
Horace’s parents may also simply
have had trouble accepting that
thieir child was deall as one late nine-
teenth cenwry  pamphlet  stated,
“Many parents, even at the present
tirne, consider themselves disgraced
by having a deal and dumb child,
and stucliously conceal the fact from the wirl

Society’s treatment of the deal has a long and troubling his-
tory. For centuries. people who were deaf and mute were con-

siclered less than human, almost akin to animals, becanse of

their inabality o speak. The law classified the deal along with
insane and mentally defective people, and they were denied
fundamental civil rights, unable, tor example, o marry or
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Pamphlats like this one, published by the Wisconsin Phonological
Institute in 1879, document strategies from the era for educating
the deaf.

engage in legal transactions. Educating the deafl was not
attempted, because it was believed to be impossible, and they
ofien lived alone and were relegated o menial work, The
Catholic Church even held that deal people could nom be
Christians, because of their inability to hear the word of God,
Beginning in the Renaissance, however, monks and other
clergy motivated by compassion and a desire (o save souls
began to take an interest in and to teach deaf children. As
momentum gathered for the education of deafl and mute chil-
dren, residental schools for such children were established
throughout Europe during the eighteenth century.’

For over a century, Americans who could afford 1o do so
sent their deaf children to Europe to be educated. Early in the
nineteenth century, Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet traveled from
Connecticut to Europe o learn how to teach deal children,
eventually arriving in Paris where he observed the radidonal

Maude McGinty was born in Baar
Creek, Wisconsin, in 1878, She
became a recognized expert in the
fizld of teaching deaf children.

COURTESY OF KAT SHIBLEY

Haorace Gillespia, Maude McGinty's
student, graduated from Lawrence
College in Appleton bafore joining
the faculty at Columbia University
in Mew York.

French method of sign language. When he returned o the
United States in 1816, he brought with him Laurent Clerc, who
had both graduated from and taught at the Royal Institute for
the Deaf in Paris. A year later, Gallaudet and Clerc founded
the country’s first school for deal students in Hartord, Con-
necticut, ultimately named the American School for the Deaf!
The American School, which was the first school of any kind
in the country to receive state aid, was a residential school in
which sign language was used with students. It became a model
for other states and similar schools popped up all over the
country. In 1852, Wisconsin followed suit and opened the Wis-
consin School for the Deaf'in Delavan.®

In the 1860s and 18705, a countervailing pedagogical mosve-
ment called the “oral” method gathered force. The philosophy
of the oral method, which was the prevailing manner of teach-
ing deaf and mute children in Germany, was o educate them
s0 “that they shall be as nearly as possible like hearing people.”
Children who learned by the oral method were taught to read
lips and to speak. Under the strictest interpretation ol the
method, students were forbidden to use sign language, which
was viewed as counterproductive, Teachers who used the oral
method taught deaf sudents in decentralized day schools,
rather than residential schools, and were generally young hear-
ing women, rather than deaf'people. Day schools were located

in the same buildings as schools for hearing children, and deal

students were thus provided as much contact with hearing stu-
dents as possible, during, for example, art classes and recess
periods, In addition o claiming superiority for the oral method
of instruction, advocates touted day schools as less expensive
with the advantage of allowing deafl children to live at home
with their parents,”

One of the primary leaders of the oralist movement was
Alexander Graham Bell, whose mother and wile were deaf, and

34
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whose father had spent much of his life educating deaf children.
After he achieved fame for inventing the telephone, Bell became
an ardent advocate for the oral method of instruction Tor deaf
children and, with his leadership, the oralist movement gained
momentum throughout the country towards the end of the
nineteenth century. He joined other impassioned supporters
who helieved that []h‘:" T I‘J{"|E‘Jit'|u the deal overcome a [I':I;l:‘;if'
affliction; one publication bkened the cause of traching deaf
students with the oral method to frecing the slaves, stating, “The
minority which to-day [sic] is engaged in liberating the deal-
mutes of our country from the bondage of silence by means of

LAY OF COMNIRESS, PRINT S ARG PHOTOGRAPHE DiviSion

the oral method. has no less earnest and zealous advocates.””
Hupimrwrh of the oral method found fertle L’:I'I:H,II'I(I irn Wis-
consin. In 1878, German immigrants with deafl children
opened a private dav school for the deaf on National Avenue
in Milwaukee. The parents wanied German language, culture,
and raditions to be preserved and taught w their children;
hence, they employed a German teacher who taught using the
oral method, A charitable toundation, the Wisconsin Phono-
logical Institute, was established the following year, also on
National Avenue in Milwaukee, to raise money for the school
and “to promote the pure oral or German method of educat-
ing the deall” When the funds raised from private sources were
not sufficient, the Phonological Insttte turned to the state
government, which initially turned down the request tor sup-
port. Robert C. Spencer, the head of the Institute, then invited
Alexander Graham Bell to come to Wisconsin to help persuade
the state 1w provide public support for the oral method of
instruction. Bell came twice, once wo address the National Edu-
cation Association in 1884 and once the following year 1o meet
with legislative committees. The combined efforts of Bell and
the Phonological Institute were successful, and m 18385 Wis-
consin became the first state in the union to pass a law pro-
viding public support for day schools for the deal” in local

F

communities.”

Under the law, any community could recuest that a day . - — __m" ——

school for the deal be established in that locality by making the

—_— -

Thomas Gallaudet traveled to France to leamn about deaf education
and brought that knowledge back to the United States. He founded
the country's first school for the deaf in Hartford, Connecticut.

appropriate submission to the state superintendent of public
instruction. The state paid the community a set amount per
student and later also provided support for boarding nonresi-
dendal studenes with families. By the turn of the century, there
were elghteen day schools for the deal in Wisconsin. Alexander

Graham Bell had returned 1o the state in T89S to our several The supporters of the oral method, buoyed by their success
of the day schools and stated at the end of his visit: in Wisconsin, extended their efforts to other states, and several
Midwestern states subsequently passed similar legislation pro-
Wisconsin has startled America with her progress viding public support for day schools for the deaf, "

relating 1o the education of the dealand it now becomes By 1910, over 350 students were enrolled in twentv-one day
the duty of all the prominent mnstructors of the deal to schools statewide, with approsamately 245 students enrolled in
come and see what you are doing, Other states are the residential Wisconsin Schoal for the Dealin Delavan, Wy
beginning to ollow your lead. Wisconsin to-day [sic] there were so many deaf children in Wisconsin in the carly
represents the most progressive movement in the edu- twenticth century is puzzling. Infections of various sorts may
cation of the deaf that has appeared in this country.” have contributed; one anecdotal opinion in the late nineteenth
AUTUMDN 2009 39
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century attributed an increased incidence of deafness to a scar-
let fever epidemic that had occurred a few years previously, In
any case, the seermingly high number of deaf students in Wis-
consin in the early twentieth century likely helped focus aten-
tion on how best to teach such children. "

Teacher at the “Deaf & Dumhb™ School

Maude McGinty was born in August 1878, on a farm in
Bear Creck, Waupaca County, Wisconsin, the youngest of
nine known children born to Patrick MeGinty and Anna Pat-
ton McGinty. Maunde’s parents left Ireland soon afier the
potat fumine and imdally sectded in Canada, then tmmigrated
to the United States in the early 1870s. Maude became an ele-
mentary school teacher, like her sister Margaret, but never
married or had children as her three older sisters did, Instead,
by her ecarly thirties, Maude had begun teaching deaf and
speech-impaired students, The education of deal and mute
students had clearly become a hot topic in Wisconsin educa-
tion cireles and may have been what led Maude MeGinty to
enter the Feld. The 1910 census for the Village of Welcome
(located in the Bear Creek area) lists Maude's occupation as a
teacher in the “deal & dumb school” According to state
records, Maude actually taught the 19091910 school vear ag
the Day School for the Deal in Eau Claire, some 163 miles
from Bear Creek.'”

How Maude was trained to teach deatand mute students is
not entirely clear. She attended a state or county normal
school, perhaps the Waupaca County Teachers Training
School in New London, for her initial training in teaching, Fol-
lowing that, and alter weaching a regular classeoom of hearing
students for a few years, she likely received her training to edu-
cate students with hearing and speech impairments at the Wis-
consin Phonological Institute, The Phonological Insttute had
a normal school associated with it
that offered a one-year course of
instruction in how o weach deal and
mute students  using  the oral
method, The 1910 report of the
Wisconsin Department of Public

wHI IMAGE 0 B4 THT

Instruction, which listed Maude as
a teacher at the Day School for the
Dealin Eau Claire, stated that all of
the trained teachers at the state day
schools tor the deal, except for two,
had been educated at the Phono-
logical Instituie, ™

Around the end of 1910, Maude
moved o Houghion in the northern
peninsula of Michigan, presumably
to teach at the day school for the
deaf in Houghton'" It was there
that she met Horace Gillespie.

— ————————

IR STITETE son 108 ALF axn DUME » DELAVAN.

Hearing with His Eyes

Huorace Gillespie’s parents had the choice of sending him
either to the residential Michigan School for the Deaf in Fhint,
almast 500 miles away, or to the day school for the deaf in
Houghion, across Portage Lake from Hancock, Pedagogical
methods aside, one can certainly understand why Horace's
parents chose to send their small son to a school nearby. Maude
MeGinty met Horace when he was eight and took him under
her wing, An article about Gillespie, referring to Maude, says,
“*With infinite patience, she taught the child o ‘hear with his
eyes,” that is to read lips, and also taught him 10 speak.” As
Maude's niece put it in a short memoir:

I have seen four and lve year olds brought 1o her
who couldn’t hear a sound and had never spoken a word
hecause they had never heard one. Often they were
stunted, terrified, and unatiractive looking. When she
was most successful, they wrned o amimated Lile
chatter-boxes whose quick glances hardly betraved their
dependence on lip-reading. Not for evervone was the
miracle performed, and the way to the speaking of just
one word was often long and discouraging, but even the
backward lost their terror and their vacant look.

How indeed did teachers like Maode teach children to rec-
ognize lip shapes and move their vocal chords to produce
words? It was certainly not easy, “requiring all the padence
man is capable of possessing.” The technique made use of the

student’s sense of sight and sensitvity to vibration, both of

which were usually beter developed in deaf children than in

Institute for the Deaf and Dumb in Delavan, Wisconsin, undated
= = — T

o T L e ;
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EXPRESSION CLASS IN DEAF SCHOOL
MADISON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Expression class held at the Doty Schoel in Madisen in 1931

I THM

2

A piano was sometimes used to help the deaf learn to differentiate
pitch. By faeling the change in pitch from the keys with their
fingertips, children learned to modulate their own voices.

PELST 1 3

LARK STHOICL FOR THE DEAF, SOATIAPTON, MA

hearing children, The deal child held his hand to the teacher’s
throat while she spoke, so thar the student could waich the
teacher’s hips and, at the same time, feel the vibranons of sound

in the teacher’s |.Jl.:ll']':. . As one instructional ]J.:I!I'.I'I.]’Jlll.l.'! l.'.'\'J'ﬁl.'.'Ii.l]i'l'l,
“The resonance of sound coming From the larynx and mouth
is not confined to the parts lving above the laryns, but the res-

onance 15 also below this in the chest, and extends even down

Young women painting still life subjects at the Wisconsin State
School for tha Deaf, 1893

to the lungs and diaphragm.” The student held the other hand
on his or her own throat and attempted to imitate the sound
made by the teacher by holding the lips in the same position

- A I
and producing the same vibraton in the throat.
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Robert C. Spencer headed the Wisconsin Phonological Institute,
founded in 1879, He also invited Alexander Graharn Bell to lobby on
behalf of deaf education in Wisconsin.

Another pamphlet counseled that “it is of the utrmost impor-
tance that the teacher should create in his scholar the facility
to seream at will any kind ol a cry, as, when this is acquired, the
foundation is laid for pronouncing the vowels, and there only

remains afterward the work of teaching him the true sound of

each one.” Teachers used mirrors, which allowed a student to
seee his own bps, as well as, insome cases, pictures or even mod-
els showing the correct lip formation. Seme teachers appar-
ently also used spatulas, placed in the child’s mouth to assist
correct tongue posidon. A 1931 newspaper article even men-
tioned use of the piano in helping train deaf students to mod-
ulate their voices:

The piano is also a great asset in teaching voice pitch.
Through constant use, a deal child’s fingertips become

very sensitve o vibradon, With his fingers on the piano
keys, the child can feel the change in pitch and will thus
learn to modulate its own voice,

By moving around the room, o be different distances away,
the teacher could help the child learn how strongly o use her
voice.'"" Gradually, the student progressed 1o identifying and
uttering words; as the same article stated, “ The use of the voice
is tanght by what is now known as the ‘mother method,—just
babling [s1c] at first, as with babics—then drills for veice devel-
opment, and finally elements and combination of elements of
speech,”™

The difficulty of this process cannot be overstated; as one
scholar recently put it, “What is essentially an auditory phe-
momenon must be grasped and controlled by nonauditory
means.” Not only could it be very slow, arduous, and frustrat-
ing work for both the student and teacher, but those opposed
ter the oral method believed that it wasted valuable time. Pro-
ponents of sign language, which deal students generally pick
up much more rapidly, argued that students could move on
more quickly to academic subjects—writing, reading, arith-
metic, and so on—if they did not have to spend years learning
the rudiments of communication. Indeed, some experts today
believe that one key 1o a child’s intellectual development is sim-
ply that she be inwroduced w and given the opportanity 1w mas-
ter a language —whether it be English, German, sign language.
or any other language—at the appropriate developmental
stage. Il that oceurs, her development will progress: i the child
is unable to master the language or takes too long to do so, she
may have trouble ever catching up. As one scholar has put it
“If communicaton cannot be achieved, il the child is not
exposed to good language and dialogue, we see . mishaps at
once linguistic, intellectual, emational, and cultural 7%

By 1920, nearly cighty percent of deaf children nationwide
were educated using the oral method, which continued 1o be
the preferred method of teaching deaf stwdents uniil the 19460s,
Cuesions then started w emerge regarding the elfectiveness
of the oral method, which worked well for some. but seemed o
fail many other students.”! American Sign Language, which
had been minimized by oral advocates, was recognized not as
a pantomime method of communication, but as a complex,
highly effective language of its own. The deafl themselves
tended to be strong advocates for sign language taught in resi-
dential schools. Alexander Graham Bell, whom the world at
large views as a genius and hero, is not so viewed by the deal’
community because of his insistence that the deaf were better
off the more they adapted to hearing socicty. Bell's advocacy
was also tainted by a tinge of eugenics. He published a paper
in 1883 in which he argued that Gilure o integrate deal chil-
dren mnto society would result in more intermarriage of the
deal, increased numbers of deal children, and ultimately a
“deal variety of the human race.” The deal community was
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Alexander Graham Bell was a
passionate advocate for the
deaf and the oral method of
instructing deaf children.
Bell's father, grandfather,

and brother had all been
associated with work on
elocution and speech, and
both his mother and wife
were deaf.

Alexander Graham Bell visited
Wisconsin in 1884 and 1885
to lobby the legislature for
public support of deaf
education. Bell helped
Wisconsin become the first
state to suppaort deaf schools
in local communities, He
described his visit to his wife
in this letter.
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A class of girls speaking with mirrors in front of their mouths, 1892, This method helped students better understand speech.

sometimes suspicious, or even resentful, of the intrusion of well-
meaning but paternalistic hearing people who maintained that
the deaf were better off when fully integrated into the hearing
world, Since the 1960s, deal’ culture and community has expe-
rienced a sort of renaissance; however, the strugele to cnsure
that deaf and speech-impaired children are properly educated
using optimal teaching methods continues.”

Delavan School

The history of the residential Wisconsin School for the Deal

in Delavan reflects the are of deal education in the United
States, When the school began in 1852, sign language was
used, consistent with institutions patterned afier the American
School for the Dealin Hardord, Connecticut. Beginning in the
late nineteenth century and continuing to the 1960s, however,
students were taught using the oral method and, for part of
that time, the use of sign language was forbidden. Today, the
wehsite of the Wisconsin School for the Deal states that both
sign language and speech reading and acquisition are tanght ag
the school, but the clear emphasis is on sign language.™
A Life in the Hearing World

Horace Gillespie, perhaps because he had acquired lan-
guage shkalls before he lost his hearing, was onc of the children
for whom the oral method worked well. In fact, he ultimately

became so proficient at reading lips and speaking that, years
later, when he gave an inspiratonal talk w Appleton high
school kids, “[i]f the students had not been told in advance that
he was unable to hear, in fact that he cannot remember ever
having heard a sound of any kind, they would never have
known that he was laboring under the handicap of total deat
ness since childhood, "™

Horace finished grade school and then went w a regular
high school of hearing children. He played on the basketball
and football teams; as haltback, he discerned the plays by look-
ing at his teammates’ formations and reading finger signals
from the quarterback. He was valedictorian of his high schoal
class, graduating after only three years,”

Around the dme that Horace was {inishing high school,
Maude MceGinty moved back to Wisconsin, initially teaching
at the Day School for the Deal'in Green Bay for a vear or two,
In 1922, the city of Kaukauna in Qutagamie County, about
forty miles from where Maude was born, hired her 1o begin a
day school for hearing and speech-impaired students within
the vocational school located there. Maude began teaching at
the Kaukauna Vocational School and, the next year, boughr a
three-bedroom house in Appleton, about eight miles a-.«-;r_.-—,”’

Maude “couldn’t stand the thought™ of Horace not going to
college, so she brought him to Appleton and paid his tuition ar
Lawrence College. Horace lettered in both basketball and foo-
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ball at Lawrence—he was lawer deseribed as one of the
“Lawrence stars”™ in both sports. He graduated from Lawrence
in 1925 with an I,]['I(‘]l'l"['ll‘:-!:'ll.l'.-!ll‘ rld';_;l‘i‘i' in chemist |'~. and ATy
academic honors. Maude, still wanting to ensure that Horace
reached his full potential, then reportedly paid “the entire cost™
of Gillespie’s PhD) in chemisory from the University of Tinois,
which he received in 19307

Welcoming All Comers

Horace Gillespie wasn't the only voung person who bene-
fited from Maude MeGinty's encouragement and gencrosity.
By her own account, she paid some or all of the cost of college
[or fourteen of her micces and nephews as well, And her support
sometimes continued even beyond graduation. Her miece,
Marie Mcl JI'I-I'II:.'., WO A }-‘l‘:_'ll'—l[)]:lll'_" scholarsh il} 13 u[u{]} in Paris
after completing her bachelor’s degree at the University of Wis-
consin, and Maude helped pay for Marie’s expenses when she
was living abroad,”

In addition w paving college tuidon costs, Maode was
remarkably generous with her three-bedroom home, where
she housed five nieces and nephews from two families whose
mothers had died, as well as numerous other family members
who moved in and out from dme to time. “Those home from
college, those working in the town cither wemporarily or per-
manently, and those who were unemploved made it their
home. It was nothing for twenty to sit down o dinner and
A% l';'\.'l' Wals |.|"5-|,]:I|..".-I.\:P

How in the world did Mawde McGinty afford all of this on
a teacher’s salary? Because of her specialty, she presumably

made more money than some teachers, but even at that, her

salaries were modest. Mauode
was fortunate enough, however,
L8] h:h'l' ar irlf]i'_'[:ll,‘E'I(]I"]'.I[]‘Ir'

:I-‘E
:E
T
]
E |

wealthy and very generous
older brother, Peter MceGinty
had discovered iron ore when
working in the Minnesota iron
ranges as a young man, and
that discovery provided him
with a lifelong income. Peter,
who remained single  his
whole life and moved in with
Maude alier their mother
died i the early 1920s,
h'|_‘m1'1::1‘]l'5.' had .‘:it'l:'ll}]i" clesires
in life and enjoyed playing
cards and soclalizing at tav-
erns. He apparently was also
a kind man who simply gave
Maude the monev that he
didn’t need, This provided
Maude the resources io

AUTUMN 2009
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ensure that her many nieces and nephews, as well as Horace
Gillespie, were well educated and that any relative who needed
a home could move in with her.™

Omne of the micees who came to live with Maude was Mar-
garet MeGinty, the daughter of Maude's brother Parrick. In the
1930 census, Margaret is one of the seven family members listed
as living with Maude; her occupation is stated as “welephone
operator.” In 19350, Horace Gillespie was hired as a research
assistant by the Biochemistry Department of the Columbia Col-
lege of Physicians and Surgeons and moved to New York; that,
however, did not stop Margaret and Horace from falling in love,
They were married in 1934, and their son Jimmy was born in
1937 Horace ultimately worked his way up to associate pro-
tessor at Columbia, teaching biochemisiry to medical and den-
tal students. He also conducted research and [qui}|[.-|:'|1'(] articles
in the cancer field. According to present-day Columbia faculty
members, Horace was universally well-liked, a kind man who
had no trouble communicating with others, Alier Horace retived
in 1970, the Gillespies moved back to the New London, Wis-
consin, arez, where he died in 1984 and Margaret died in 19957

The Power of a Teacher
Newspaper reports indicate that Maude MeGinty spoke at
various professional meetings and school events, apparently
achieving some recognidon in her field for her experise and
experience. Yet despite her thirtv-plus vears spent teaching and
the countless lives she ."Iﬂi:l'[i'{l., Maude's L'rl:ill_l;n'y was one short

Horace Gillespie graduated from Lawrence College in Appleton.
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paragraph, with her teaching caveer summed up in one sen-
tence under a heading that simply hsted her name. A few pages
later in the same newspaper, the obituary for the sales repre-
sentative of a local paper company appears, with a large head-
line, a sub-headline, and five paragraphs of text approximately
one-and-one-hall" times the length of Maude’s obituary, While
this difference may result in part from Maude’s relatives being
maore modest on her behall, it also demonstrates that, as with
nearly all teachers, the rewards of Maude’s career were not in
any recognition that she may have received, but in the satis-
faction of ranstorming the lives of children who might other-
wise have been lefi behind, In fact, Horace Gillespie’s obituary
doesn’t even mendon the J"at'l tlml he s deafll Maybe that is
Maude MeGinty's true legary.* 14

Maude McGinty with her nephews and niece (From Left: Marcus,
George, and Esther Plant), ca. 1932
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The filfowing is excerpeed rom People of
the Storgeon: Wisconsin's Love Affair
with an Ancient Fish Iy Kathileen Schmin
Khine, Ronald M. Bruch, and Frederiek
P Binkowski with photographs by Bob
Rashid w e publisied in September by
the Wisconsin Historical Society Press,

The Art of Sturgeon Spearing

Historically, many people referred to
ice spearfishing as the “poor man's sport™
because all the necessary gear was—and,
for the most part, sdll is wday—imade by
hand, often out of salvaged materials.'
Tar paper became walls for an ice shanty,
an old pitchfork turned into a spear, and
a scrap picee of wood ransformed intwo a
fish decov. Although these wols of the wade all need o fulfill
certain basic, utilitarian needs where [orm definitely ollows
function, they also provide a canvas to express individual tastes
andl creativiry,

The Ice Shanty
Onee holes are cut out of the ice, spearers set up their home
away from home. The shanty is posidoned over the hole, and
snow is packed around the base to block the wind and any stray
rays of light, Spearers drill holes into the ice at the corners,
drop ropes in, and cover the holes with snow. The ropes, which

Shanties for sturgean spearing can be built in many creative forms.

arc tied to the corners of the shany,
freeze into the ice and secure the struc-
ture in place,

Owver the vears, the materials, size,
and design of ice shacks have changed
as spearers cxperimented with the ideal
shelter for their sport. Sometimes
round, mini silos were used, and they
were simply rolled out onto the ice,
Others were capped with a cupola o
provide enough room to wicld a ten-
foot-long spear handle but still keep the
ceiling low enough 1w make the shany
as snug and warm as possible.

Staying warm in early shanties was a
challenge, as most of them weren't insu-
lated, Jerry Neumueller recalled using
stnall stoves fueled with wood and coal. During the first hour
in the morping as the fire was started and the shanty warmed
up, moisture would drip from the ceiling, and at night the
spearers would cough from the smoke of the coal burning. Soot
clouded the water m the hole,

Most of today’s shacks are heated by gas stoves complete
with thermostats, creating a climate warm enough to remove
vour hat, gloves, and jacket. Stock the shanwy with the basics—
rhairs, cofteepot, and a little bacon to fry up—or luxuries such
as a generator, radio, and satellite television, and you're more
than ready for opening day.

L.‘.j
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Some examples of sturgeon decoy carving: (top) Baseball bat
decoy, Artist: Unknown, early 1940s, 24 inches long, (middle)
Red and yellow decoy, Artist: Ambrose Langenfeld, early
1950s, 14 inches long, (bottom) Artist: George Schmidt

ALL PHETTO £ B HASHID: SOHMITTE CHE0Y COUNTESY OF THE QLK% BURLKE MUtim

The Decoy

Archaecological evidence suggrests
the first decoys used w attract sturgeon
were carved from mussel shells. When metal-
working became more common among iribes,
most decoys were carved out of wood and
weighted with lead.” Many of them today are still
created this way, and over the past twenty years,
hand-carved sturgeon decoys have hecome a
sought-after collector’s item.

“Srurgeon are carious fish,” said Bill MeAloon
of Oshkosh. A good friend of his once worked as a diver when a
pipeline was being laid under the river in Oshkosh, Apparenily,
the light given off by the welding torch he used was a big atten-
tion-getter, His friend would tell how he would be welding
underwater and huge sturgeon would swim up o him, giving
a little nudoze every now and then, “He said 1o was quite fright-
ening to be thinking you're all alone down there in twenty feet
ol water, and—all ol a sudden—this fish would
come right alongside vou.™

It's this curions nature of sturgeon thai
makes the decoy such a critical component of
spearing. Beeause stargeon are primarily bot-
tom-dwellers; something 18 needed to draw
them up closer to the water's surface so they
can be speared more easily. Although many
decovs are designed to look like fish, they're
not meant o bait sturgeon with promises of a
free lunch. The primary purpose of any
decoy—also known as a “coaxer” —s to he
interesting enough o persuade a sturgeon to
take a closer look.

MeAloon uses a decoy carved by his father,

for sentimental reasons, He's seen other people
use corncobs, wine bottles, and cven a dead rabbit in a
basket. Because sturgeon live so long, many ol them
have probably seen it all, and even though most spear-
ers have their favorite decoys, they're usually open to

Sturgeon spear, Artist: Anton "Tony" Nadier, {left)
Sturgeon spear with “flying barbs™ Artist: James Nadler , {right)

FHOTOS 6 BOE RESHD
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curiosity, Copper-colored gelatin mold pans were all the
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Harry Lopas, third from right, used his 1947 Diamond T Truck to pull his shanty and four others out anto Lake Winnebago, His shanty, on the bed
of the truck, was double-ended, allowing each of the two spearers to have his own hole, but still talk to each other,

rage for a while, and anything shiny—a pail or a beer can
will do in a pinch. Andy Horn of St. Cloud even claims to have
attracted the fish by dangling various undergarments in the
wider, One can only wonder what all these sogey unmention-
ables must look like o the fish cruising along below the ice.

Those wha prefer 1o stick to more traditional wood decoys
still have a wide selection to choose from. Most are between
ten and fiftcen inches, but some stretch to a couple feet. The
larger decoy helps a spearer identily a legal fish—one that is
three feet or longer. The sturgeon-spearing season can be
short—sometimes only a few days—leaving plenty ol dme for
some talented spearers to simply contemplate their sport as
they whittle away at a picee of scrap wood. Carved wooden
decoys from the Lake Winnebago region have become aniden-
tifiable art form, and many carvers design them to he pleasing
to their own eves, not just w the eves of a sturgeon.

The Spear
It's easy to get caught upin the festivities that surround the
spearing season. Taverns put up “Welcome Spearers™ signs and
order a couple extra barrels of heer, while parents haul their
bundled-up children o the registration stations o gawk at the

frozen fish. But one look at a sturgeon spear quickly brings
things into perspective: this is a primal battle berween human
and beast.

Sturgeon spears are all made locally—you won’t lind one at
a nationwide sporting store, Each is handmade by someons
who loves the sport and is handy at welding. Typical spears
weigh anywhere from twelve to twenty-five pounds and cost
£150 1o 5200, Maost are six to nine feet long, with a weighted
wood or metal handle and a spearhead made up of three o
eight barbed tines. A sturgeon spear looks like a spifTed-up
pitchfork that's ready for some serious business,

Inside the shanty, the spear is hung from a headless nail
above the hole so that the tines are submerged in the water,
This placement is very important when it comes tme to move
into position o throw—the spear needs o slide off the nail eas
ily and without causing any splashing or ripples in the water,
The spearhead is connected to a rope that's tied o something
secure in the shanty. Sturgeon spears have detachable heads, so
thar once a sturgeon 1s speared the handle can be set aside and
the fish can be pulled in by the rope (with some handles up to
seven to cight feet in length, you can see why it would be
entirely too cumbersome to pull the fish out otherwise).

wisconsinhistory.org
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This shanty was built by Hobie Gilgenbach of Fond du Lac out of an
old steel sawdust bin in the 19405

Throwing at and missing a sturgeon will likely generate a
lomg string of curses and is every spearer’s worst nightmare. A
close runner-up is hitting the sturgeon but watching it slip ofl
the spear and swim away. To prevent this from happening,
small barbs are welded onto the main tines, Opinions differ on
whether waditional [ixed barbs or more recently developed
“fThying™ barbs work best. Flving barbs are loose and flush to
the tine when entering the flesh but then open up once inside
to hold the fish to the spear. Either way, a good spear will slice
through the water quickly and accurately, secure the fish, and
bear the weizht of the sturgeon as ic’s hauled out of the hole,*

MNotes

Fodk Ar, 1990, B
2, Bon Dieiss, fee Spear Fsbing Focusing o the Upper Missisipnd River Lo Clrosse Heacly

nd, 1 Unaied Staces Army € Z:.-||u- of Engineers, 2005
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Letters

Sara  Witter
Connor’s  article
on  “Wisconsm’s
Flving Trees” in

% I thc Spring 2000
| oo ,."-'-v':':jl*"" ‘:é' 3 i‘i:iui.‘ ':'-'eu\ VELY
interesting, How-
ever her state-
mend that “It was

;_'-'I- onsin's Flying Trees

he Legacy
Fleta Mead

the fastest  air
plane of World
War I, capable of
traveling at specds up w450 miles per hour™ was not correct,
At least two German planes used toward the end of the war, the
ME262 rated 341 mph] and the Arado 234 (rated at 485 mph),
exceeded the Mosquito’s top speed. The cover picture of the
Mosquito was superh.

-William H, Olson, Washington Island, W1

Sara Witter Connar: The Mosquito was the fsiest Allied
atrcralt ol the war and the fastest propeller-driven aireraft
through the end of 1942, The ME-262 and AR-234 jets, while

Gister, were German aircrafi

I have received vour spring issue, and found the cover page
with the Mosquito airplane of more than casual interest. For
the last three months of the war in Europe, 1 was statoned at
a base about fifteen miles west of Norwich, attached to one of
Ellicott Roosevell’s reconnaissance groups, This particular one
had a squadron of Mosquitos that flew combinaton radar
“chafl” missions and reconnaissance missions, The Mosguitos
New ahead of the bombers and dumped chafT o diseupt Ger-
man radar, flew off-tarzet untl the bombers released their
bombs, and then photographed the damage inflicted. In three
ol those Tour cases the plane had lost power in one engine,
requiring it to land at higher-than-normal speed, which made
it impossible to stop before the end of the runway. The expe-

wisconsinhistory.org
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dient [action] was to release the brake on one wheel causing a
“wround loop™ and wiping out the landing gear. In another
case, one of the German jet fighters made a pass at the Maos-
quito, which was diving for cloud cover. It weakened the end
of the wing, and when it pulled out of the dive several feet of
the wing broke off. It got back to the basc, but barcly!

It happened that four of these planes crash-landed on
returning o the base, formwmnately with no casualties. When
they crashed, plywood pieces from the fuselage flew in all
directions, On that account we had an opportunity to view it
Memory is notoriously unrehable after long periods of ame,
but my memory is that the core layer of the plywood was not
one of the Wisconsin-grown products, but balsa, the very light
material vsed wo build mode] airplanes. Balsa comes from wop-
ical areas of Central and South America. . ..

—Eldon 13, Smith

Professor Emernitus, University of Kentucky

Sara Witter Connor: Balsa wood was used in the fuselage of

the Mosguito and no in the wing phwood, The wing was built
in one piece, constructed of vellow birch (primarily from Rod-
clis Lumber and Veneer Company or Lullaby Furniture Com-
pany of Stevens Poantl, and attached to the fuselage later. The
fusclage was made of balsa wood between two lavers of birch
phywood,

Thank vou very much for the Spring 2009 edition of Wis-
corsin Magazine of History, with the excellent article on Theta
Mead. “The World of Theta Mead, County Nurse”™ exhibits
excmplary research, oustanding writing, and skilllul editing.
The graphic designilayout is also extremely effecive. Most of
all you truly capture Theta Mead’s selfless dedication and
amazing contributions to public health. The opening quote
and poster establish the essenee of the article, and the final
paragraph and photo serve as a perfect metaphor for Theta
Mead's lile, 1 also like the way vou segue from Theta'’s contri-
butions to the hiswory of public health and the role of women
in America for fostering those ends. | . .

—Virginia Mead Allen, Georgetown, Texas
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mericans love their cars, and where people tend to
sather, parking can become a major problem. This
unusual parking structure stood for nearly thirty years at
the corner of Dayton Street and Wisconsin Avenue in
downtown Madison. Built adjacent to Manchester's
department store just off the Capitol Square, the strue-
ture could accommodate nearly two hundred ears, The vehicles were
lifted to an open stall by a hydraukic hft. When the structure was built in
1952, Madison was one of only three cities in the country to use what
was known as pigeonhole parking, A more familiar stvle of parking ramp
stands on the spot today. The corner formerly housed Madison’s Und-
tarian Meeting House, which was razed in %46, It was replaced m
another location by Madison’s current Unitarian Meeting House, which
was designed by Frank Lloyd Wright in 1947 and completed by 1951,
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Steam & Cinders

THE ADVENT OF RATLROADS IN WISCONSIN
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Stearn & Cinders:
The Advent of Railroads in Wisconsin

By A xel Lorenzsonn

Fall 2009

Hardcover: $29.95

304 pages, 75 biw photos, 8x 9
ISBN: 978-0-87020-385-5

Steam ¢ Cinders chronicles the boom and bust of
the first railroads in Wisconsin, from the charters
of the 1830s to the farm mortgages of the 18505
and consolidation of the railroads on the eve of
the Civil War.

. where, when, and how railroads developed
was far from inevitable, as Axel Lorenzsonn
shows in his thorough and superb study of the
coming of the Iron Horse to Wisconsin.”
—Robert 5. McGonigal, Editor, Classic Trains
magazine
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